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XXXNHE author's defign in 
X T X this publication is evi- 
N X dently to give children 
MMX ſuch a taſte of the writ- 
ings of the Holy Penman, as may 
engage them earneſtly and ſeriouſly 
in the ſtudy of the ſacred books ot 
the Old and New Teſtament. 
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To forward them in this laudable 
and pious purſuit, he has ſelected 
ſuch portions of the ſcriptures as are 
both inſtructive and entertaining; 
ſuch as will not only feed the fan- 
cy, but mend the heart, and eſta- 


bliſh in the mind thoſe unalterable . 
Jaws of the Deity, which lead 


us to the knowledge of himſelf, 
which cement us together in ſoci- 
ety, and on which our happineſs 


both in this life and the next muſt 


abſolutely depend. 


LL Q render this little book the 


more pleaſing to children, it is em- 
belliſhed with a great number of 
ents ; and, that it may be uſeful 


to thoſe more advanced in years, 


the 
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PREFACE, vii 
the chronology of the moſt re- 
markable Events is preſerved, and 
ſuch notes interſperſed as he had 
reaſon to apprehend would be uſe- 
ful. 

This is the author's deſign, 
which, he is perſuaded, every good 


| , Chriftian will approve; and he 


hopes that he has been careful to 
execute it in ſuch a manner, as 
to ſpare himſelf the pains of an a- 
pology to the Public. 
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CHAP. J. 
Treating of GOD. 


KO is in himſelf from eter- 
Bf N nity to eternity, without 
N va beginning and without end, 
Bon of the moſt perfect and blefled 
>-—* Being: in his ſubſtance, 
ſpiritual and eternal; in his perſon, 
three united in one; in his name, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; ; in his. 
will, holy, juſt, mercifuland true; in 
power, omnipotent; in wiſdom, 1 incom- 
drehenſible; a light unto which none 
gan approach, yet all in all; omnipre- 


— 8 ſent 
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Jent in every place; the higheſt good, 
and the only inexhauftible fountain of 
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= + "Of the CREATION. 
N the beginning God created th 
heaven and the earth. And t 
earth was without form and void, a 
- darkneſs was upon the face of tl 
8 deep 
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deep; and the ſpirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. And God 
ſaid, Let there be light and there was 
light. And God ſaw the light, that 
it was good : and God divided the light 
from the darkneſs, And God called 
the light Day, and the darkneſs he 
called Night : and the evening and the 
morning were the firſt day. 


And God ſaid, Let there be a firm... 
ment in the midſt ofthe waters, and Jet | 
B 2 3 


4 Th: Histoxy of 


it divide the water from the waters, 
And God made the firmament, and di— 
vided the waters Which were under the 
Armament from the waters which were 
above the firmament : and it was ſo. 
And God called the firmament Haren: 
and che evening and the morning were 4 
the ſecond day, 
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a ters under 
the heaven be gathered together unto 
: Oe 
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one place, and let the dry land appear: 
and it was ſo. And God called the dry 
land Earth, and the gathering together 
of the waters called the S:as ; and God 
jaw that it was good. And God faid, 
Let the earth bring forth graſs, the 
herb yielding ſeed, and the fruit tree 
# yielding fruit after his kind, whoſe 
ſeed is in itſelf upon the earth: and it 
was. fo. And the earth brought forth 
graſs, and herb yielding feed after 
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit. 
whoſe feed was in itſelf after his kind: 
and God ſaw that it was good. And 
the evening and the morning were the 


third day, 


And 


MY 
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And God ſaid, Let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heaven to di- 
vide the day from the night: and let 
them be for figns, and for ſeaſons, and 
for days and years. And let them be 
for lights in the firmament of the hea- |} 
ven, to give light upon the earth: and F 
it was ſo. And God made two great] 

lights; the greater light to rule the 
day, and the leſſer light to rule the] 
S night; 


r e 
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hight ; be made the fars alſo. And 
God ſet them in the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upon the th, 
and to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the 
darkneſs: and God ſaw that it was 
good. And the evening and the morn- 

ing were the fourth day.“ 

* The inſpired author of this account of 
the creation hath told us before, under che 
* firſt dav's. creation; Gen. i. 3. that C 
Z ſaid, Let there be light, and there was light ; 
* Whence we may reaſonably conclude, that 


ts] the ſun, moon, and ſtats were then created 
* tho' the chaos might not be ſuſficiently ſe- 
et] parated and diſpoſed to render them dif- 
id! tinct; and if ſo, this portion of ſcripture 
de dean only mean that the air being perfectly 
a freed from thoſe thick vapours - that had 
41 from the firſt day obſcured theſe glorious a 
a luminaries, hey on the fourth day ap; ear- 
x ed to the earth in all their ſplendor and 

od | magnificence. 553 
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And God faid, let the waters bring 
forth abundantly the moving creature 
that hath life, and fowl that may fly 
above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven. And God created great 

Whales, and every living creature that 
Emoveth, which tl ewaters brought forth 
abuxdantly after their kind, and every 
E winged fowl after his kind: and God 
E ſaw. that it was good. And God bleſ- 
ſed them, ſaying, Be fruitful, and mul» 


2 tiply, | 
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tiply, and fill the waters in the ſeas; 
and let fowl multiply in the earth. And 


the evening and the morning were the 
fifth day. 5 1 0 NET 


And God ſaid, Let the eatth bring 
forth the living creature after his kind, 
cattle and creeping thing, and beaſt 
ot the earth after his kind; and it was 
ſo. And God made the beaſt of the 

earth after his kind, and cattle after 
cheir kind, and every thing that * 
| et 
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eth upon the earth after his kind: and 
God ſaw that it was good. And God 
ſaid, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeneſs : and let him have 
dominion over the fiſh-of the ſea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth up- 
on the earth. So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God 
created he him: male and female crea- 
ted he them. And God bleſſed them, 

and God ſaid unto them, Be fruitful, 

ant multiply, and repleniſh the earth, 
and ſubdue it, and have dominion over} 
the fiſh of the ſea; and over the foul! 
of the air, and over every living thing; 
that creepeth upon the earth. And God 
ſaid, Behold I have given you every; 
berb bearing feed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, 
in the which is the fruit of, a tree 
Gal yielding 
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yielding ſeed, to you it ſhall be for meat. 
And to every beaſt of the earth, and to 
every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
wherein there is life. I have given every 


green herb for meat and it was ſo. 4 


And God ſaw every thing that he had 
made and behold it was very good. 


And the evening and the morning were 
the fixth day *. * 


* Tho' Moſes makes no mention of the 
Angelic Hoſts, in his account of the crea- 


tion, yet the expoſitors of the ſcriptures are 


of opinion that other places in holy wrir 
ſufficiently intimate that thoſe myriads of 
angels, which ſtand hefore the rhrone of 


God, were on the firſt day created with 


the light. And theſe God hath formed 
ſpiritual amicable Beings, whoſe natures 
we cannot comprehend. 
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Of the Garden of EDE FT. 
H Us the heavens and the cart 
were finiſhed, and all the hoſt of 
them. And on the ſeventh day God 
ended his work which he had made; 
and God bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 
Janctified it, becauſe th:t in it he had 
reſted * from all his work, the crea- 
tion of all things being finiſhed, and 
the work entirely made. And the Lord 


God formed man (that he made) of the | 


duſt of the ground, and breathed into 
| ys noſtrils the breath of life; and 


*The Teſting of God being ſpoken af- 
ter the manner of men, implieth not any 
wearineſs in him, for the Creator of the 
end of the earth fainteth not, neither is he 
weary. Iſa. xi. 28. It was by the ancients 
made a {ymbol of the reſt of the juſt from 
all their labours ; when all grief, ſorrow 
and fighing ſhall fly away, and God ſhall 
be in all. man 


* 2 
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T 
man became a living foul. And the 
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Lord God planted a garden eaſtward in 
Eden; and there he put the man whom 
he had formed. And out of the ground 
made the Lord God to grow every tree 
that is pleaſant to the fight, and good 


for food; the tree of life alſo in the 
midſt of the garden, and the tree of 


knowledge of good and evil, And a 
11ver went out of Eden to water the 
garden ; and from thence it was parted, 
and became into four heads. The name 


Jof the firſt is Piſon: that is it which 


compaſieth the whole land of Hauilah, 


where there is gold. And the name of 
J the ſecond river is Gillon: the fame is 
Lit that compaſſeth the whole land of 
JE/livpia. And the name of the third 


river is Hiddetel: that is it which goeth 


q towards theeaſt of Aria. Andthefourth 
Inver is Euphrates, And the Lord God 
Jtook the man and put him into the gar- 
een of Eden to dreſs it and to keep it: 


The Hr of 


. the Lord God-commanded hin man 


ſaying, Of every tree ot the garden 


thou mayeſt freely eat: hut of the tree 


of knowledge of good and evil, hou 
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ſhall not eat of it; for in the day that 
thou eateſt thereof, thau ſhalt ſurely die. 
And the Lord God ſaid, It is not good 
that the wan mould be alone; I will | 


make him an help meet for him. And 
33 of the ground the Lord God 


formed eyery beaſt ofthe field, and every 


fowl of the air, and brought them to 


Adam to fee what he would call them: 
and wharſoever Adam called every liv- 
Bak creature, that was the name there-, 
| And Adam gave names to all cat · 
tle, and to the. fawl of the air, and to 
every beaſt ot the field ; but for Alam 


there was not feund an help meet for 


bim. And the Lord God: cauſed a deep 
flcep to fall upon Alam; and he took 
one of his ribs, and cloſed. the fleſh 


e - the 
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en Ithe Lord God had taken from man, 
ee ¶ made he a woman, and brought her un- 
ou to the man. And Adam ſaid, This 1s 
at now tone of my bones, and leh of m 
ie. I fleſh; ſhe ſhall be called Woman, becauſe 
od þ $ ſhe was taken out of man, 


2 1 

Of ADAM and Exk in Parad, 2 4 
Fall and Eæpulſon. le wed 

UR firſt parents — placed i in ihe 
F of Eden or e 1 

. cy 


ra 


den. But this was a vain attempt, and 


16 —' The Hisrox v of 
radiſe, were perfectly happy, as they 
were perfectly innocent. Whilſt;they 
continued obedient to the divine com- 
mand, their bliſs was uninterrupted, all 
nature ſmiled around them; and as they 
knew no fin, though they were both naked, 
they were not aſhamed. But they did not 
long enjoy the corfiforts of this dehght- 
ful fituation ; for the ſubtle ſerpent, 
(the Devil) by his artful inſinuations, 
prevailed on the woman to cat of the 
forbidden fruit, which having taſted, ſhe 
gave unto her huſband.” And he did eat 
alſo. | By this tranſgreſſion of the law 
of God, they loſt their innocence and 
happineſs together: their eyes were 
opened; they became ſenſible of their 
nakedneſs; and conſcious of thtir 
guilt, endeavoured to hide themſelves 
from the preſence of their offended 
creator amongſt the trees of the gar- 


"equally. vain were their excuſes : the 
DES © man 
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man laying the blame on the woman, 
and the woman on the ſerpent. Here- 
upon the Lord pronounced a heavy curſe 
upon the ſerpent, by whoſe wiles fin 
and death were thus introduced into the 
world: but” tn the midſt of his anger, 
taking pity on fallen man, he immedi- 
ately promiſed that the ſeed of the wo- 
man ſhould wm the Serpent's head; 
by which is underſto-d, that mankind 
ſhould be delivered from tin, from death 
and from the power of the devil, by 
Jzsvs CHRIST, who ſhould be born of 
a virgin. For Exe's diſobedience, God 
paſſed this ſentence upon her, 7 will mul- 
tiply thy ſorrow and thy conception; in 
forrow fhalt thou bring forth children and 
thy deſire ſhall be to thy huſband, and he 
ſhall rule over thee, And unto Adam he 
ſaid, curſed is the ground for thy ſakes 
in ſorrow ſbalt thou eat of it all the 


of thy life. Thorns alſo and thiftks b 


it bring forth to thee; and thou ſhalt ent 
| | 8 the 


F 


fickneſs, and death itſelf ; which are 
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the herb of the field. In the ſiucat of 
thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou re- 
turmf! unto the ground; for out of it waſi 
thou taken, for duft thou art, and unte 
Aut ſhalt thou return, Then were the 
fallen. pair driven trom their ſeat of 
bliſs and expoſed to hardſhips, ſorrow, 


likewiſe the juſt lot of all their ſinful 
poſterity. 


8 
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. C HA. V. 
The Conſequences of the Fall. 


HE ſeed of fin being ſown in 
-our firſt parents, ſoon ſhewed its 
fatal effects in their immediate offspring, 
and afterwards in their moſt remote de- 
ſcendants ; for Satan, having but too 
well ſucceeded in his firſt attempts upon 
the innocence of man, unweariedly pur- 
ſued the advantages he had gained, in 
order to involve the whole human race 
in 
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in miſery and deſtruction. A melancho- 

ly inſtance of this we have in the ſtoryx 
of Cain and Abel, the ſons of Adaw i 
and Eve. The former, who was a huſ- 


he bandman, brought of the fruit of the 
of ground ax offering unto the Lord; and 
W, Abel, who was a ſhepherd, brought aljo 
are of the firilings of his flock, and of the fat 
ful thereof. But Cain (whoſe heart was full 
of hatred and envy) finding his 4 
— not ſo acceptable to God as that 
Abel, was very wroth, and meditated 
revenge on his innocent brother. Ac- 
„ cordingly when they were together in 
in the field, he took the opportunity and 
its roſe againſt him and ſle him, but the 
ng, b K of the righteous Abel crying from 
de- ¶ the ground for vengeance, God condem- 
too ned Cain to be a fugitive and a vage- 
pon ¶ bond in the earth ; ſetting a mark upon 
ur- him that none might ſlay him, ſo that 
in he might live to bear the ſtings of a 
"Ty wounded conſcience, _ 
I y 


< 3 However, 
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However, though ſin began to reign 
in the world ſo early, God was known 
to and worſhipped by the Patriarchs, 
8 eſpecially by the family of Seth, one of 
the ſons of Adam. And amongſt theſe 


Patriarchs the Scripture mentions Enoch; 
W who walked with God, and God took him 
W out of the world, ſo that he died not; 
thereby remarkably Oey his emĩ- 
nent piety and goodneſs, and pointing 
out to mankind a ſtate of futurity. But 
in proceſs of time the poſterity of Seth 
was corrupted likewiſe, and mingled with 
the wicked; inſomuch that the world 
was filled with violence, and the corrup- 
tion was fo great and general, that God 
determined to deſtroy the whole race of 
man by the flood, except righteous 
Noah and his family. To this purpoſe 
God commanded Noah to build an ark, 
in which he and his wife, his three 
ſens, (Shem, Ham and Fapheth) and 
their wives, and the male and female 
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of every ſpecies of foiyls, cattle, and 
creeping things, ſhould be preſerved | 
from the univerſal deluge, g 


Cnae. VI. | 
Of the FL. 


Th was in the year of the world 1656 
before Chrift 2346 and the booth 


of Noah's age, that he and his family, 
and the ſeveral kinds of animals, as God 


J The HisTory of 

bad commanded, entered into the ark, 
gwhich had been an hundred years in 
building. This being done, the foun- 
ins of the great deep were broke up, the 


windows of heaven were opened, and 
ſuch violent rains poured down for forty 
days and forty nights, that the wa- 
ers aroſe fiftecn cubits above the high- 
Weſt mountains, and both man, cattle, 
Wl creeping things, and the fowls of the 
Wy kraven were deſtroyed, and Noah only re- 
8 mained alive, and they that were with him 
is the ark, When the waters were con- 
ſiderably abated, the ark reſted on the 
mountains of Ararat; and having con- 
unued there ſeveral months, Noah ſent 
W forth a raven, which went to and fro; 
W and after that a dove, which finding no 
reſting-place, came back to the ark, 
W and he took her in. Seven days after- 
W wards he ſent out the dove, which re- 
turned with an olive leaf in her mouth: 
| and having waited ſeven days * he 
N = ent 
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ſent forth the ſame dove, but ſhe return- 
ed no more; by which he knew that 
the waters were dried from off the earth. | 
God then commanded Noah to come out 
of the ark, with his family and the 
living creatures, in which they had been 

ſhat up, according to our account of 
time, from the 29th of October to the 
8th of November the following year, that 
is, one year and ten days, — Man's | 


lite 1s now ſhortened. 
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The world divided among/t Noah's three 
ſons, and the building of the Tower of 
BAEEL., 

OAH began the new world by 
building an altar to the Lord; 

and he rook of every clean beaft and every 
clean fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on 
the altar. The Almighty accepted his 
ſacrifice, graciouſly promanng that while 
the 
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the Earth remaineth, ſeed time and har- 
wve/?, and cold and heat, and ſummer and 
winter, and day and night, fall not ceaſe. 
And God ſet his bow in the clouds, (the 
rainbow) in token of an everlaſtin 
& covenant he made with Noak and all his 
W poſterity, that he would never more 

| deſtroy the world by a deluge, | 
| Sixty-ſeven years after the flood, He- 


ber, a deſcendant of Sem, was born; 


from him came the Hebrew: and the He- 
# Srew language. About this time He- 


Fron, afterwards the metropolis of Fu- 
Aa, was built, A hundred years after 


the flood, Noah divided the earth among 
bis three ſons; Judah had the weſt of 
Alia, from the mountains Taurus and 
Asan, and all Europe. Ham and all 
Arabia, and all Africa. Shem had all 
the eaſtern %a. Fourteen years after 
the earth waspartitioned out amongſt the 
ſons of Noah, Nimrod, the grandſon of 
Ham, laid the foundation of the Baby- 


loniſh 


1 * 
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loniſk or Aſſyrian Monarchy. And the 
world being now pretty well repleniſhed | 
with inhabitants they began to build 


the city and tower of Babel, vainly at- 
tempting to raiſe its wall to the very 
ſkies, in hopes of rendering their names 
immortal. But God ſoon baffled their 
impious project, by confounding their 
language ſo that they could not under- 
ſtand each other: and thence the tower 
Was 
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was called Babel, which ſignifies confu- 
ſion. The one language of the world 
was now divided into ſeventy-two ſorts 

(the Hebrew remaining in the poſterity 
of Heber) and the diſtractions ariſing 


building, but occaſioned their diſperſion 
over the face of the earth. The 
city of Babylon, in ſome time, under 
another prince, became the metrepolis 
of Chaldea. And ſoon after Nineveh, 
the metropolis of Syria, was built. 


i 
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T1. Birth and Call of Azz AUA, end 
| the Promiſes made ts him. Sodom and 
Gomorrah defroyed. Iſaac born. 


n hundred and fiſty- two 
years after the flood, and the 
next after Noak's death, the great pa- 
rriarch Abraham was born, the father of 
the Fewiſh nation, and (in a ſpiritual 
4 ſenſe) 


I 


from hence not only put a ſtop to the | 
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ſenſe) of all the faithful; when he was 
ſeventy-five years of age, God was 
pleaſed to call him out of his native 
country to go into the land of Canaan 
which he promiſgd to give to his de- 
ſcendants; that he would make of him 
a great nation, and that in him ſhould all 
the families of the earth be bleſſed : as 
from him according to the fleſh, ſhould 
deſcend the M:/tah, the Saviour of the 
world, | 

About the 27th year of his age, Salem 
(afterwards called Feruſalem) ſituated in 
the centre of Fudea, was built by Mel- 
chiſedeck ; and in the ggth year of Abra- 
ham the facrament of circumcifion was 
given to him and his poſterity. 

Now Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and 
Zeboim, were for their abominable fins 
deſtroyed by fire and brimſtone from 
heaven ; only the righteous Lot with 
his wife and daughters, were brought 
out of it by two angels, Whom Lot had 


© Enter» 


entertained: but his wife for looking 
back after her eſcape, was turned into 
a pillar of ſalt. | 

In Abraham”s 190th year and Sarah's 
goth, Iſaac was born. Fifty years after 
which the patriarch Sem died, A. M. 
2151. From thence it is evident, that 
the whole ſeries of things, from the 
creation to this time, might be orally 
tranſmitted down in three lives only. 


For 


as 
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For as Iſaac was fifty years cotempo- 
rary with Shem, ſo Shem, was ninety- 
ſeven with Methuſelah, and he 244 with 
Adam. Methuſclal died but the year 
before the deluge; and it is very natu- 
ral to beheve, that he diſcourſed often 
with his grandſon Noah and his ſons on 
the ſubjects of the creation and fall, as 
he had received the ſame from Adam. 
When Iſaac was twenty five-years old, 
God, in trial of Abraham's faith and 
obedience, commanded him to offer up 
this his only ſon. The good man with- 
out any hefitation, complied with the 
divine command ; but juft as he was 
about to flay Iſaac, the angel of the 
Lord called him to defift; and rä. 
ham looking about him ſaw a ram caught 
by the horns in a thicket, which he 
offered up inſtead of his ſon, Abrabam 
having lived to the age of 7s years, | 
gave up the ghoſt, and his s Jau 
and ThÞmae!, buried him 1 2 e cave 


of 
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of Macpelab, which he bad purchaſed 

for a family ſepitlchre, and where he 

himſelf had buried Sarah bis wife. 

= In the both year of Zaac's age Farc 

vas born, who was the father of %, 
| Whoſe affecting hiſtory - is the ſubjeR 

of the following chapter. 
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Caar, IX. 
07 Jos EPH and his brethren. 
T HE 295. Jacob had twelve 


ſons, who were the heads of the 
twelve tribes or families of the children 
of Iſrael. Their names were Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, Judab, 1/achar, Zabulon, 
Dan, Napthali, Gad, Aſher, Foſeph and 
Benjamin. Of all theſe ſons he had 
the greateſt affection for Fo/eph and 
Benjamin, but the former was his pecy- 
liar favorite, and accordingly. diſtin - 
guiſhed from the reft by gay and party- 
coloured apparel. This raiſed the env 

of his brethren; but what. increaſe 

their diſguſt was, that 7o/iphb, having 
always the ear of his kalen farher | 
was very officious in telling him their 

faults, or any little ſtones ta their diſ- 
adrantage. Thus he became the object 


of their mortal hatred ;, which was fi v0 


5 


more 
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more aggravated by his telling them 
two remarkable dreams; the one, that 
as they were binding ſheaves in the 
field, his ſheaf aroſe and ſtood in the 
midſt of theirs, and that theirs made 
obeiſance to his ſheaf, The other, that 
the ſun, moon, and eleven ſtars made 
obeiſance to him. Both which ſeemed 
to portend his future advancement and 

randeur, and their being obliged to 

w down before him. 

Hereupon they determined to deſtroy 
him ; and having a favourable opportu- 
nity when they were feeding their-fa- 
ther's flocks in a diſtant part of the 
country, they conſpired together to kill 
him, and to report that ſome wild beaſt 
had devoured him, and then (faid-they 
in deriſion) awe ſhall ſee what will become 
of his dreams, But Reuben diffuaded 
them from their cruel purpoſe, ſaying I... 
to them, fred no blood, but caſt bim into 
#his pit in the wilgernsfs ; intending af. 

| See terwards 
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at terwards privately to carry him again to 
nel his father. Accordingly they caſt him 
de into the pit, as Reuben adviſed, having 


firſt ſtripped him of his coat of many 
olours, and /at down ts rat breatts 
Whilſt they were thus regaling them- 
elves, they ſpied a company of mer- 
chants advancing towards them ; upon 
p hich they went and drew Jeſeub out of 
he pit, aud fold him for twenty pieces 


D 
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of ſilver. This was done in the ab- 
lence of Keulen, who returning to the 
pit, and not finding J.ſ/pb there, rent 
his cloaths, and coming to his brethren, 
cried out, /e ca 15 not, and J, whither 
fal Too? They then formed a ſcheme 
to conceal their guilt and deceive their 
aged father, to which purpoſe they 
killed a kid, and having dipped Feſeph's 
coat in the blood, they carried it home 
to Facob; upon fight of which the poor 
man, not ſuſpecting any fallacy, but 
concluded that his darling fon was 
torn in pieces by wild beaſt, burſt into 
tears, and mou ud many days refuſing 
to be comforted, 
The merchants who had bought J. 
ſeph, curried him to the court of Pha- 
rach king of Egy;:, and there ſold him 
to Fotithar, a captain o: the guards. 
This officer obſerving that Je was 
very careful and induſtrious, and that 
every thing preſpered in his hand, ad 
| vancçeé 
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vanced him to be ſteward over all his 
houſhold ; and for Fo/eph's ſake the 
bleffing of the Lord vas upon all that Po- 1 
tiphar had in the houſe and in the field. 

Now '7o/eph being a very comely Wl 
youth, his miſtreſs was ſo charmed with Wl 
his perſon, that ſhe endeavoured, time 
after time, to allure him to her bed; but 
his virtue was proof againſt all her amo- 

rous ſolicitation. Upon this unexpect- : 
ed coldneſs her love was turned to 
hatred ; having falſely accuſed him 
to her huſband of an inſolent attemptfi 
to rob her of her honour, the too ere 
dulous Pgtiphar, without further enqui b 
ry, confined him in the king's priſon. 9 

Joſeph' had not een long there, before 

he gave ſuch evidences of his wiſdom 


5 and virtue, that the keeper treated him 
ts with great indulgence. He had apecuy 
. har talent at interpreting dreams, of 


which the inſtahees of Pharoab”s chick 
butler and baker are a ſufficient proof af 
8 D 2 e And 
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and in proceſs of time he had an op- 
rtunity of ſhewing it to Pharoab him - 
fel, whoſe remarkable dreams concern- 
ing the fat and lean kine, and the full 
and thin ears of corn, gave him great 
uneaſineſs, none of his learned magici- 
ans being able to interpret them, or give 
hun any ſatis faction. This occaſioned 
the chief butler to remember Fo/eph, and 
he recommended him to Pharoab, who 
ſent for him out ofpriſon, and related to 
him his dreams. Having heard them, he 
aſſured the king, that the ſeven fat kine 
and the ſeven full ears of corn, denoted 


ſeven years of plenty; and that the ſeven 


jean kine and the ſeven thin ears ſig- 
nified ſeven years of famine ; adviſing 
him to fill all the ſtore bouſes with corn 
during the firſt ſe ven years, that he might 
ſupply the wants of his people during 
the folloa ing years of ſcarcity, and 
thereby gain immenſe ſums of money. 
In a word, Jeſeph's ſcheme was highly 

ap» 
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of one man in the land of Canaan; and i 
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approved of, and himſelf appointed to 
put it in execution, being made ſteward i 
of Pharoa/”s houſhold, and ruler (next 
to the King) over all the land of Egypt. 

As Fojepb had foretold, the ſeven 
years of plenty were followed by a ſe- i 
vere famine, which extended as far as 
the land of Canaan, where Jacob lived; ee 
who, hearing of the ſtore laid up in 
Egypt, ſent all his ſons thither (except 
Benjamin) to buy corn for their ſubliſt- 
ence, When Fo/eph ſaw his brethren, i 
he knew them, but made himſelf firange, i 
and ſpake roughly to them, ſaying, I hence 
come ye? and they anſwered, From the i8 
land of Canaan to buy food, but he told 
them they were ßes and were come 16 
ſee the nakedneſ; of the land. And they 
rephed, Nay, my Lord, we are no ſpies; | g 
thy ſervants are twelve brethren, the ſons 


behold, the youngeſt is this day <vith aur a 
fathery and one is not. Well, faid - 
1 442, | 
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Seph, Hereby ye ſhall be proved : for by the 
Life of Pharaoh ye /hall not go forth hence 
except your younge/! brother come hither, 
| Send one of you, and let him fetch your bro- 
| ther, and ye ſball be kept in priſon, that your 
Wwords may be proved, Having confined 
them for three days, he made them 
| another propoſal . V ye be true men, {ſaid 
| he) et one of your brethren be bound in the 
| houſe of our priſon; and go ye, carry 
corn for the famine of your houſes, But 
| bring your youngeſt brother unto me; ſo ſball 
| your words be verified, and ye ſhall not die. 
In this ſituation they began to reflect on 
| their ill treatment of Fo/eph, ſaying, 
e are verily guilty concerning our brother 
in that when he beſought us we would 
not hear; therefore is this diſtreſs come 
upon us. 

Theſe words were ſpoken in the pre- 
ſence of Fo/eph, but his brethren knew 
not that he underſtood them; for he con- 
verſed with them by an interpreter. * 

| , 
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he turned himſelf 75 on them and wet and N 
returning to them again, took Szmeor Þ 
and bound him before their eyes. He then 
gave orders to fill their ſacks with corn, 
to put each man's money into his ſack, 
and to give them proviſions for heir J 
journey. This done, they departed ; 
and one of them on the road, har ing 2 
opened his ſack to give his aſs proven-li 
der, eſpied his money, and ſhewed it to 
his brethren ; at which they were very 
much ſurpriſed and frighted. Howl 
ever they purſued their journey, ana 
came to Facos, and told him all that had 
befallen them; particularly that thei 
Lord of the country had detained 89 
meon, and inſiſted on their bringing ihe1g 4 
brother Benjamin into Egypt. This wall 
melafcholy news to the good old man , 
and drew from him this complaint; M 
have ye bereaved of my children ; Toſep 1 
is not, and Simeon is not, and ye@vill-tak 
Benjamin alſo, To which 5 adde 1 
| | D 4 7 


e C Fo 
Aly Jon ball not go wit 


hb you, for if mif 
F befall him by the way, ye will br: ag 
down my grey hairs with e to the 
Fave. 

At length, however, when their corn 
was all conſumed, and the famine was 
ul ſore in the land, Jacob was prevail- 
ed upon by Judab's promiſes to bring 
Benjamin ſafe home again, to let him 
go down with his brethren into Zgypy 
and for fear it was owing to ſome miſ- 
take that they brought back the money 
in their ſacks, he now ordered them to 
ake double the quantity, together with 
handſome preſent for the lord of the 
ountry. As ſoon as Joſeph was ac- 
vainted with their arrival, he ordered 
dinner to be provided for them at his 
wn houſe, and Simeon was releaſed 
rom his confinement. When FJo/eph 
ame in, they brought him their preſents 


bemſelvyes to the earth; but he was ** 


f 


n the moſt ſubmiſſive manner, Boring 
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affected at the ſight of Benjamin, that 
he retired into his chamber and wept; 
At dinner-time he returned to them 
again; and having placed them accord. 
ing to their ſeniority, he ſent meſſes to 
each of them, but Benjamin's meſs was 
five times as big as any of the reſt. 
Joſeph having thus entertained his bre- 
thren, commanded his ſteward to fill 
their ſacks with corn, and put each 
man's money into his fack's mouth, 
and the filver cup, into the ſack belong - 
ing to Benjamin. In the morning they 
ſet out with their aſſes, but had not got 
far from the city, when a meſſenger 
overtook them, who accuſed them with 
ſealing the cup. They all denied the 
charge, ſaying, God forbid thy ſervants 
'ould do this thing; and put the matter 
pon this iſſue, Vith whomever of thy 
rwants it be found, let him die, and we 
vill be my Lord's Bond- men. Search be- 
g made, the cup was found in Henja- 
| min 5 
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min's ſack ; whereupon they rent their 
cleaths, and returned to the city ; and be- " 
ing come to Fo/zph's houſe, they fell 
down before him on the ground. And Jo- 
[ep ſaid, What deed is this that ye have K 
one And Judah anſwered, What ſball / 
we ſay unto our Lord, or how ſhall awe clear 
ourſelves ? God hath found out our iniquity | © 
and we are thy bond- ſlaves. But Fojeph Y 
replied, God forbid! I he man with whom 
the cup is found ſhall be my ſervant ; but br 
as for you, get you up in peace unto yqur 
Sober, Then Jada plette to him 
with what difficulty he had perſuaded} * 
Jacob to part with Benjamin, and thatf /"* 
he was obliged to become ſurety for the the 
lad to his father, ſaying, V I bring fon 
him not unto thee again, then will I bes 2 
the blame for euer. Therefore I pray th 4. 
let 55 ſervant be a Bond- aue inflead ( Her 
the lad, and let him go up with his bj © 
thren; for how ſhall T go to my fail“ 
b and the lad be not with me? 11 do, eur 
will ſurely die. Tof Benz 
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} YJo/eþh could now no longer refrain, 

ut ordered every man out of the room 
before he made himſelf known to his 
brethren. And he wept aloud, and ſaid, 
Jam Foſeph; doth my father yet live ! At 
this they were aſtoniſhed, and could not 
anfver him, for they were troubled at his 
preſence, He then deſired them to come 
near to him, and ſaid : Jam Foſeph your 
brother whom ye ſold into Egypt. Now 
therefore be not grieved nor angry with 
yourſelves ther ye ſold me hither ; for it was 
not you that ſent me, but God ſent me before 
| you to preſerve life Haſte ye to my fas 

ther, and ſay unto him : Thus faith thy 
1% Zoſeph, God hath made me Lord of all 
It; come, down unto me, tarry not: 
And thou ſhall dwell in the land of Go- 
J. ben, and there awill I nouriſh thee; left thou 
Land thy houſhold come topoverty ; for their 
are yet five years of famine. Behold, 
Jour eyes ſee, and the eyes of my brother 
: Benjamin that it ts my mouth that 2 

4 


44 The HIS roxy of 
erb unto you. And he fell upon Benjamin's Þ all 
neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon I 7, 
his neck, Moreover he kiſſed all his bre- | fat 
hren, and wept upon them; after which | or; 
they talked freely together, lt. 
Pharoah was pleaſed when he heard 735 
of this pathetic interview, and ordered 
oſeph to ſend waggons along with his | 
rethren, to bring their father, their 
wives, and children into Egypt. And 
Foſeph did ſo, giving them proviſions for The 
the way ; and ſent his father twenty * 
aſſes laden with the good things of the] 
land, But when they came to Jacob, 
and told him that 7o/zpb was yet alive, B 
and governor over all the land of ffeve 
Egypt, his heart fainted, for he believed land 
' them not, However, when he had heard 455 
their whole meſſage, and ſaw the wag- Alive. 
gons that were ſent to carry him down, Ihe 
his ſpirit revived, and he ſaid, I isis 
enough, Foſeph my ſon is yet alive : Iuillſto 
go and ſie him before I die. 8o Facob * with 
| ol 
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ul his family ſet out for Ezypt : an 
t | 7o/epb went in his chariot to meet his 
= | father, and fell on his neck, and wept 
h greatly ; and //acl ſaid unto Fo/eph, now 

let me die, fince I have ſeen thy face, and 
d | thou art yet alive, Oh my ſon! 


r 
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7 The Oppreſſien of the Children of Iſrael 

ty in Egypt, and their Delivergnce from 
he * PET 

ob, Y the expreſs order of Pharoab, 
ve, the children of ael (Who were 
ot Fleventy in number) were ſeated in the 
ved land of Cen, the moſt fertile part of 
ard Exypt; where the good Patriarch. Jacob 
ag lived ſeventeen years, and then died, at 
n, Ihe age of a hundred and forty-ſeven. 
t 5His body being embalmed, was carried 


will nto the land of Caxcarn to be buried 
and by ith his anceſtors; J</4/ and his bre- 
all | chren, 
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thren, with the ſervants of Pharao, the 
elders of his houſe, and the elders of 
the land of Egyp/, attending the fo 
lemnity. Foſeph died fitty-cight years 
after his father, being A hundred and 
ten years old, 

The Hraclites now increaſed and mu! 
tiplied fo exceedingly, that Pharaoh, (a 
new King who knew not Joſeph) being 
afraid they would grow tœo powerful 
endeavoured to defiroy them. With thi 
view, he ſet taſk-maſters over the 
who made their limes bilter with har 
bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and. 

all manner of  ſerwice in the feld; bi 
" the more they ꝛwere afflicted, the more tht 
_ multiplied and grew. This rigorous trea 
ment not having the intended effec 
Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew midwiv 
to kill all the male children of the 
raclites, as ſoon as they were born; b 
the midwives, diſobeying this wickF- 
9 he charged his own pop 


* 
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to execute his cruel purpoſe, ſaying, 
Every ſon that is born ye ſhall — into 
the river, and every daughter ye ſhall 
ſave alive, 

Now the wife of a certain Levite be- 
ing delivered of a fine boy, ſhe concealed 
him for three months, but finding ſhe 
could not hide him any longer, ſhe put 
him into an ark of bulruſhes, and laid 


him in the flags by the river's brink, 
truſting the event ro providence, In this 
oy | con- 
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condition the babe was found by Pa- 
raolꝰs daughter, who took compaſſion 
on him, employed his own mother to 
nurſe him, and afterwards kept him ag 
her own ſon, giving him the name of 
Moſes. 

When the foundling, thus providen- 


tially preſerved, was grown up to a ſtate 7. 

of manhood, be went out to his brethren, | © 

aud looked on their burthens ; and ſeeing || th 

an Egyptian ſtrike an Hebrew, he killed m 

the Egyptian, and buried him in the ſand. ] in 

W This coming to the ears of Phar acb, || ca 

Mees was ob'tged to fly into the land || y. 

of Midian, where he married; and as |} e\ 

he was keeping the flocks of Jethro his || b 

father-in-law, God appeared to him in I. 

a burning buſh, told him he had ſeen b 
the afflictions of his people in Egypt, 

and ſent him to be their deitverer, Ac- ir 

cordingly he carried the divine meſſage f. 

to Pharaoh, and having (with his bro- Þ x 

ther Aaron) wrought many mitacles, Y | 


722 
Af 
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ites, when he deſtroyed all the art 
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Þ ind ſmote Egypt with ten plagues, 2 


at length forced the hardened king to 
let the Iſraelites depart out of his ter- 
ritories. This event happened 430 
years after the call of Abraham, 140 
after Joſeph' death, in the year of the 
World 2513, and 1491 years before 


Jeſus Chrifl., , F e 
/ The evening Dre the Jepdrtute of 


the Hraelires, the 14th day of the fir ſt 
month, (the beginning of ©”? May) God 
inſtituted the feaſt of the Paſſover, or 
eating the paſchal lamb, to be kept 
yearly throughout their generations for 
eyer, in commemoration of his paſſing 
by and ſparing the houſes of the7/r 


born of the Egyd:ians. | 

Some time whilſt the 7/raelites were 
in bondage, lived 7-4, a man eminent 
for bis patience under afficions; the 
account whereof in the bock bit 
bears his name, is * belicyed 


'; 
* 1 
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to have been written by Meſes, though 
ſome aſcribe it to Elibu. 


tt. 1 * 


en 
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PfARAOH and bis Hoff dr cauned in the 


Red -Sea. The Murmuring of the 
- ISRAELITES» | | 


OON after the children of Tracl 
were gone out of Egypt, Pharaoh, 
heart wag Hardened, and he purſued 
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them with his whole army; and coming 
up with them near the & ed Sea, God was 
pleaſed to work their deliverance ina 
very wonderful manner, by dividing 
the ſea, ſo that the //ſrael'tes walked | 
through it on dry land, and the Zgyp- - | 
tians that followed them were ſo totally 
overwhelmed by the return of the wa- 
ters, that not one of the hoſt of Pharath 
remained alive. 

This miracle made an 48 ful n A 
fon (as well it might) upon the minds 
of-the-1/raclires, who thereupon feared 
and believed the Lord, and his ſerwant 
Moſes, But in a few days they tegan 
to ſhew. a murmuring diſcontented ſpi- 
rit ; firſt, at the bitter waters of Mares, 
which were miraculoufty made ſweet ; 
and then in the wilderneſs of Sin, where | 
they complained for want of bread, v in- 
ing they had died in Egypt, when they 
fat by the firth - Mats and did ent Bread to 
the full, * my hunger, God 

was 


* — * 
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as pleaſed to fend a prodigious flight 
* 7 — which 3 hw ae 
camp, and the next morning he rained 
manna from heaven, with which bread 
he fed them during their forty years 
paſlage:through the wildetneſs. 
After ſuch fignal inſtances of the 
|. goodneſs ofthe Almighty towards them 
one would imagine it impoſſible the 
Faelites ſhould ever diſtruſt his provi- 
| 77 
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dence again: and yet in a ſhort time, 
when they were encamped at Repbidin: 
and found no water, they murmured 
againſt Mo/es, and were almoſt ready t6 
ſtone him, Hereupon God commanded 


. 


Moſes to take his rod, and ſmite the 


rock in Horeb, which he did in the fight | 
of the people, and the water guſhed 

out abundantly. 1 Set | 
„„ By - © mom 
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| CHAT. XII. | 
The Law publiſhed on Mount Sinai. 


F IFTY days after the departure of 
the 1{-aclites out of Egypt, whilk 
| they were camped near Mount Sinai, 
| God abe to the top of the 
| Moun and, there, with the moſt awful 
ſolemnity of thunder, lightning, and 


- 


| the voice of the trumpet, (which made 


ICE 


| ö Xa the people in the camp tremble) de- 


livered 


1 
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livered to him the ten commandments 
of the law, written upon two tables of 
{tone . The four firſt commandments, 
which make the i table, having an im- 
mediatereſpet to God himſelf; and the 
ſix laſt commandments, Wwhichmake the 
ſecondtable comprize the ſeveral branches 
of duty to our neighbour, They are 
here inſerted, from the twentieth chap- 
ter of Exodus. 1 ft 


+ It may not be improper to obſerve here; 
that the patriarchal flate commenced from 
the beginning of the world, and continued 
till this delivery of the law. There are 
reckoned ten Patriarchs before the flood, 
viz. Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainaan, Mahalalesl, 
Jared, Enoch, Methuſelah, L.amech, and Noah, 
The Patriarchs after the flood, were Shem, 
Arphozed, Selar, Heber, Peleg, Reu, Serug, 
Nabor, Terah, Abraham, Iſaac} and Jacob: 
who, with Jacob's twelve ſons, (more com- 
monly diſtinguiſhed by the name of Patri - 
archs) make in all thirty-four. _ 
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885 'T AB L BE I, 

I. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
but me, 1 

II. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf 
any grayen image, nor the likeneſs of 
any thing that js in heaven above, or 
in the earth beneath, or in the water, 
under the earth. Thou ſhall not bow 
down to them, nor worſhip them; forT, 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
and viſit the fins ofthe fathers upon the 
children unto thethird and fourth gene- 
ration of them that hate me; and ſhew 
mercy unto thouſands in them that love 
me, and keep my commandments. 

III. Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
his name in vain. | 
IV. Remember that thou keep holy 
| the Sabbath day. Six days ſhalt thou 
labour, and do all that thou haſt to i ; 
2M ut 
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but the ſeventh day is the ſabbath 91 ; 
the Lord thy God: In it thou ſhalt do 

dds | no manner of work, thou, and thy ſon, i 
and thy dau ghter, thy man- ſervant, and 

ſelf thy maid-ſervant, thy cattle, and the 

of ſtranger that is within thy gates: for if 
or in fix days the Lord made heaven and 
er, earth, the ſea, and all that in them is, 
ow | and reſted the ſeventh day; wherefore 
the Lord bleſſed the 60 day, and 
1d, hallowed it, 


"1 8 TAI 1 


V. Honour thy father and thy mo- 
ve] ther, that thy days may be long in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
of thee. 
rd VI. Thou ſhalt do no murder. 
th VII. Thou ſhaltnot commitadultery, 
VIII. Thou fhalt not ſteal. KB 
y IX. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit - 
neſs againſt thy neighbour. | 
X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neigh⸗ 


bour's 
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Wy bour's houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy 
= neighbour's wife, nor his ſervant, nor 
is maid, nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor 
any thing that is his. 


The year after the giving of the law, 
God commanded the tabernacle to be 
& erected, and ſacrifices to be offered by 
tze prieſts upon the altar; and appoint- 
ed Aaron and his fons to be ſet apart 
and conſecrated to miniſter before him 
in the prieſt's office. The ceremonial 
law was alſo gieren; and the holy uten- 
üs, the prieſt's habits, and all things 
belonging to the Levitical ſervice, were 


W ſettled and regulated. | 


= The tabernacles conſiſted of two 
parts, the Holy of Holies, and the Holy 
Place. Into the Holy of Holes, which 
was without the veil, where ſtood the 

art covered with the mercy»/cat, none 
7 might enter but the high-prieſt, once a 

oat ar, 
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year, upon the great day of expiation, 
when he made an atonement for the ſins 
of the people by ſprinkling of blood. 
In the Holy Place, without the veil, ſtood 
the golden candicffich, the altar of in- 
cence, and the table of ſhew-5read. And 
in the court of the tabernacle ſtood the 
brazen altar and the lawer. — But, 
for a particular account of what relates 
to the ceremonial as well as political laws 
which the //raclirec. were to obſerve, 
we muſt refer to the books of Moſes 


themſelves. | 


Wy 


— — 


rr 


Of the Brazen SERPENT. —The Story 
+ * of BALAAM and his Ass. | 


E ſhall not follow the Iſraelites - 
from Mount Sinai through the 


various journies and encampments in 


the wilderneſs, but bring them at once 
COW | towards 


# *+ 
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towards the borders of the promiſed lard, 
And even here, after they had been for 

ſo many years miraculouſly -nouriſhed 
and preſerved, they could not forbear 
giving a freſh inſtance of their murmur. 
ing and perverſe diſpofition: For in 
Punon, (their 35th encampment) they 


If - -Joathed their manna, and ſprat again} 


God and again/i Maßes, wherefore have ye 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderneſs ? for there is no bread, neither 
is there any water. Numb. xxi. 5. This 
provoked the Lord to ſend fiery ſerpents 
among them, and they bit the people, 
ſo that great numbers of them died; 
whereuponthey beſought Moſes to inter- 
cede for them, that the fiery ſerpents 
might be taken away. And God com- 
manded Moſes to make a ſerpent of 
braſs, and put it upon a pole; which 
being done, whoever was bitten by a 


fiery 5 rpent, when he beheld lee | 


$ 


of. braſs, he lived. ,The brazen ſerpent 
by looking upon which the wounded 
Iſraelites were healed, was a lively type 
of Chrift upon the croſs; by looking up 
to whom with an eye of faith, the 
wounded ſinner is ſaved from that death 
which he muſt otherwiſe inevitably 

ſuffer. wy 
In a few more journies the T/raelites 
arrived at the plains of "Moab, where 
they encamped on this, fide the river 
. F 7 erdany 
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Jordan, near Jericho. Their numbers, 
and their conqueſts of the Amoritec, gaye 
Balak, king of the Moabites, very un- 
eaſy apprehenſions for his own domi- 
'nions. Hereupen he ſent for Balaam to 
comeand curſe the Iſralites, not doubt. 
ing but he might then attack them with 
ſucceſs, and drive them out of his ter- 
ritories. But God commanded Balaam 
not to go along with the meſſengers, nor 
to curſe Iſrael, whom he himſelf had 
bleſſed. Balak, however, ſent a ſecond 
meſſage to Balaam, promiſinghim great 
honours and rewards, if he would come 
and de what he deſired. With theſe 
metſengers God permitted him to go, 
but with this command, the word which 
F jhail ſay unto these, that Halt thou dv. 
Upon this Bal2am ſaddied his aſs, and 
ſet out with the meſſengers; but as he 
Vas riding along, the angel of the Lord 


WW ſtood in his way with a drawn. ſword ' 


in his hand: which the aſs perceiving, 
BE 5s turned 


turned aſide, and Balaam ſmote her to 
keep her in the road. A ſecond time, 
the angel ſtanding in a path between 
two walls, the aſs gave way and cruſh- 
ed Balaam's foot againſt the wall; and 
he ſmote her again. The third time, 
the aſs ſaw the angel in a narrow way, 
where there was no room to turn either 
to the right or to the left; and then 
ſhe fell down under Balaam, who was 
thereupoꝝ ſo enraged, that he ſmote her 

7 | | more 
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more ſeverely than before. Then the | | 


Lord opened the mouth of the aſs, and 
ſhe ſaid unto Balaam , what have I done 
unto thee, that thou haſt ſmitten me theſe 
three ti mes? And Balaam ſaid unto the 
afs, behold, thou haſt mocked me : I would 
there were a ſword in mine hand, for now 
would I kiltthee, And the aſs ſaid unto 
Balaam, am not I thine aſs, upon whith 
thou haſt ridden ever fince I was thine, 


unto this day? was I ever wont 10 do ſo. 


unto. thee? And he ſaid, nay. Then the 
Lord qpened the eyes of Baldam, and he 
ſew the angel with his ſword drawn in 
his hand, and he bowed down his hzad, 
4d fell flat on his face, acknowledging 
= that he had ſinned; upon which the an- 
3A gel permitted bim to proceed on his 


Cur, 
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p Te Ifraelites paſs through Jordan, 28 0 
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tale Jericho. The Sun and Moon fland 
Fill. The Hiſtory of SAMPSON. SAUL 
. "ancinted King. The Story of Davin 
and Golan. The Reign of Davin. 


, N the zöth year of the Jraclites 
1 ſojourning in the wilderneſs, Aaron 
de died, and was ſucceeded in the High- 
2 Priethood by his fon Eleamer. The next 
„ day died Meſes, having had a view of 
4 ffhe promiſed land from Mount Ne, 
fand was ſueceeded by Jeſtua in the exyil 
1. government. 
is In the year before Chrif/ 1451, (to 
yhich æra the following dates have 
Feſpect) Foſhua conducted the /ſraelites 
Fbrongh the river Fordan into Canaan; 
Ye waters thereof being miraculoufly 
vided (like thoſe of the Rd Sea] to 
7 lors ny a paſſage on dry land, The 
| — next 
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next day, circumciſion was renewed, 
which ceremony had been omitted du. 
ring their forty years abode in the 
wilderneſs. Soon after (when they 
began to eat the corn of the land) 
manna ceaſed. RNS 

The inhabitants of Canaan were now 
to be conquered and deſiroyed by the 
Jſrae. iter, that | they themſelves might 
poſſeſs the country, according to the 
divine promiſe, Jericho was the firſt 


W 


da” wed 
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obſtacle they met with; and God, WP... 
willing to ſhew them that they ſhoul ad 
the | not depend upon their own ſtrength for 


victory, commanded the ark of the 
covenant to be. carried ſeven times 
round the city, preceded by ſeven prieſts 
blowing trumpets and rams-horns ; and 
the ſeventh time, upon a particular 
ſignal, the people were ordered to give 


Jericho fell down to the ground, and the 


the ſword men, women, and children, 
ſparing only the harlot Rahab and her 
. according to the promiſe of the 
1 whom ſhe had concealed and 

ved from falling into the Eee of 
their purſuers. 

The city of Ai was ſoon if taken 
by ſtratagem ; and the Gibeonirerh vying 
artfully made a league with the T#acl- 
ites, five kings j ined their forces to be- 
bege Gibeon. lang * FJaſhuæ marched 


PAR 


a loud ſhout, at which the walls of 


Iſraelites entered the city, and put to 
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to the relief of the Giheenites; and fall þ 
ingunexpectedly on the confederate ar- 
my, he made à great ſlaughter, and put | 
the reſt to flight. Many were flain in 
the purſuit, but a ſhower of large hail- 
ſtones deſtroyed more than the ſword; 
and, at the prayer of Joſhua, the fun 
and moon ſtood ſtill, till the Iſraelilu 


| 


" 


had compleated their victory, and fuilf 
avenged themſelves upontheir cy 
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| The five kings eſcaped, and hid them- 


ſelves in a cave; but being diſcovered, 


| they were brought out and hanged, and 


their bodies thrown into the cave where 
they had taken refuge. 7 

Zojhua, purſuing his victories, ſub- 
dued many other kings and nations, 
and divided the promiſed land among 
the children of /ael. In 1444 the 
tabernacle was ſet up at Shiloh; and in 
1427 7oſhua died, having governed / 
ral four and twenty years. 

After the death of Joſhua, the Hracl- 
ztes were governed by judges, whom 
God raiſed up from time to time to 
deliver them from their enemies? This 
kind of government began in the year 
14055, and continued till Saul was anoint- 
d king over Hrael. The names of the 
udges were, 1. Orhniel ; 2. Ebud ; 3. De- 
borah and Barak ; 4. Gideon; 5. Abime- 
ech; 6. Tolah ; 7. Fair ; $« Feproat 4 


J. Lan; 10. Elon; 11. Abdon; 19, Sam- 


F 3 ſor ; 
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on; 13. Eli; 14. Samuel. Of theſe the 
moſt remarkable for their exploits were 
Gideonand Sampſon; the former of whom, 
with only three hundred choſen men, 
(according to God's appointment) de. 
ſtroyed a numerous army of Medeanite; 
- together with their kings and princes, 
and thereby entirely delivered. Iſras 
from their oppreſſive yoke. 
' Sampſon, the fon of Manoah, was bor 
at the time the P4:/;/ines had dominion 
over Iſracl, being ordained by God to 
begin their deliverance, according to the 
prediction of an angel to his mother, 
Fudges xiii, g. When he was grown up 
to manhood, he caſt his eyes to one ol 
the daughters of the Philifines at Tin 
"nath, and defired his father and mo- 
ther to procure her for his wife, H 
* * at firſt objected to his choice, a 
ing a Philiſtine; but finding him mil 
upon it, they agreed to accompany hin 
10 Timnath, In their way thither, whe! 
| Sang 


„ 
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Saripſon was at ſome diſtan ce from them: 
a young lion roared again him. And the Wl 
ſpirit of the Lord came mightity upon him, 
and he rent him as he would Have rent à 


tid, and he had nothing in his hand; but | 


— 


— 
— — 


he told not his father and mother what Be 
ad dre. So they proceeded on their 
journey to Timnath, and the propofedif 
marriage was agreed on by all parties 

Afte 


— 
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After ſome time, when Sampſcn re- 
turned to marry his wife, he found a 
ſwarm of bees and honey in the car- 
caſe of the dead lion; and at his wed- 
ding feaſt he propounded this riddle to 
thirty young men at the table, viz, 
Out of the eater came forth meat, and 
out of the ſirang came jerth ſweetneſs ; pro- 
miſing them thirty changes of raiment 
if they could explain it within ſeven 
days, and if they could not, they were 


to make him the ſame preſent. The 
fixed time being almoſt elapſed, Samp- 


n' wife prevailed on him to reveal the 


ſecret to her, which ſhe immediately 
communicated to her countrymen. This 
ſo enraged Sanpſon, that he flew thirty 
Philiſtines, and gave their garments to 


thoſe who had expounded the riddle. 


Kamp ſen being afterwards denied his 
wife, whom her father had given to 


another man, reſented it ſo highly, _ 
e 
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army againſt the men of Judah, who, 
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he caught three hundred foxes, and 
having tied them tail to tail, with} 
firebrands between each, he let them 
looſe among the ſtanding corn of the 
Phititine;, whereby it was burnt up, 
together with the vineyards and olives, | 
This enraged the Phili//ines to ſuch a 
degree, that they burned his wife and 
his father; which cruelty Sampſon re- 
venged, by making a great ſlaughter 
amongſt them. 
Theſe mutual acts of hoſtilities occa- 
ſioned the Philiſinæs to aſſemble an 


dreading their reſentment, perſuaded 
Sampſon to let them bind him with new 
cords, and deliver him into their 
hands. This being done, his enemies 
ſceing him bound gave a great ſhout ; 
on which the ſpirit of the Lord coming 
upon San:Þ/or, and he ſnapped the cords 
as if they had been burnt flax, and 
finding the jaw bone of an aſs, he fell 

oF upon 
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upon the Philiſlines, and therewith flew 
A thouſand mens. 


Samęſon's carrying away the gates of 
Gaza, when the inhabitants had ſhut him 
in with an intent to kill him, was ano- 
ther inſtance of his ſurpriſing ſtrength, 
of which, however, he was at length 
deprived by the cunning and treachery 
of Delilah, and ſo became a prey to his 

mortal enemies. The Lords of the Phi- 

| liflines 
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lines applied themſelves to this — 
tute, for whom they knew Sampſon hag 
a great affection, offering her large re 
wards if the could prevail upon him te 
tell her where his extraordinary ſtrengti 
lay. Three ſeveral times he amuſeq 
her with wrong accounts, and therebul 
eſcaped the ſnare into which ſhe woulq 
have drawn him; but at laſt, quite tire 
with her repeated ſolicitations, he toll 
Her all his heart: There has not come 

razor upon mine head; but 1f I be ſhaven 
thin my ſtrength will go from me and 

fall become weak, and be lite any othe 
man. Hereupon Delilah, having lulled 
him te ſleep upon her knees, cauſed th 
ſeven locks of his head to be ſhaven off 
and his firength went from bim; and the 
giving notice to the Philiftines, the 
zel him, put out his eyes, carrie 


him to Gaza, and there bound him wit 
fetters of braſs, and he did grind in th 
4 url | 
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In a little time, as Sampſon'ꝰ hair be. 
gan to grow again, his ſtrength alſo re- 
urned, which he had ſoon an opportu- 
ity of exerting to the deſtruction of his 
nemies: for the Lords of the Philiſtines 
being aſſembled to offer ſacrifice to their 
od Dagon for having deliveredSampſon 
nto their hands, when their hearts were 
erry they ſent for him out of priſon 
o make them ſport, placing him be- 
ween the two pillars that ſupported the 
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temple; which San gſan perceiving, he 
took hold of them, one with his right 
hand, and the other with his left; and 
called upon God to aſſiſt him that one 
to be avenged of the Philiſlines for the 
loſs of his eyes, and defiring to did 
with them, He howed himſelf with all hit 
might, and the bouſe fell upon the Lordi 
and upon all the people therein; So thi 
drad which he flew at his death, were 
more than they <vvich he fre in his life 

Next after Sampſon, the High-prieſt f. 
became judge of Ma-; in whoſe days 
Samuel was born, and called to be a pre 
phet of the Lord. During EA“ 4 
niſtration, the HHaclites were overcome 
by the PhiliFine:, who in one battle 
killed thirty thouſand of them, (EUA 
two ſons being among the ſlain): and 
carried away the ark of the covenant 
which melancholy news being braugh 
to El, he fell backward from his ſea 


anc 
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and broke his neck, after he had judged his 
eh ers. be 
Under his ſucceſſor Samuel, the Phi-Þ 4, 
Mines were ſubdued, the cities they had lan 
aken were reſtored, and the Iſraelites Iſor 
were happy during his wiſe and juſt ad- fen 
miniſtration. But Samuel grow ing old, Idie 
and entruſted the government to his Sth, 
ſons, they walked not in their father's an 
way, but turned after lucre, took bribes, ya 
ard perverted judgement. Hereupon the 
people grew diffatisfied, and defiredſ;, 
Samuel tu male them a king. to judge-themWot 
bike; other notions, to: go out' before them, wit 
end to fight their battles. This diſpleaſed ing 
Samuel; and he prayed unto the Lord; he 
who commanded him to comply withlof 
their requeſt; and accordingly, by di anc 

yine appointment. (in the year 1095 Ha 

he annointed Sau! king over Hſrael. farm 
So long as Saul continued obedient tt, { 

the commands. of God by his propheſy , 
Samuel, ſucceſs attended his arms, angry, 
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ed dis enemies fell before him; but at laſt, 
being ordered utterly to deſtroy thei 
li. EL Amaickites toge her with their cattle, 
ad Fand having ſpared Agog their king, and 
1% Iſome of the bet of their ſheep and o 
id: en, God was fo proyoked at his dijobed 
Id, Idience, that he determined to transferf 
bis the kingdom from him to David; ro] 
7 Janoint whom (in the year 106g) Samuel 
bes, was ſent to Bethlehem. 
At this juncturę an occaſion offered 
to ſignalize David's valor in the face 
of all Iſrael: For Saul being at wat 
with the Philiſtines, and both armies ly 
ing encamped near each other, there 
eame forth a champion from the camp 
Umof the Phili/ines of a gigantic ſtature 
and prodigions ſtrength, who for fort 
95 ſays together bid defiance to the who 
. » prmy of the Iſraelite;, challenging them 


uf o ſend out a man to fight him, and put 
4 


Ane 


þ1 


in end to the war by fingle combat, 
The hame of this mighty giant was 
3 N = CGoliah, 


= 


8 
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Golial, whoſe bulk and aſpect ſtruc 
Tuch a terror into the Iſraelites, thafſ 
they fled whenever he appeared. | 
Now it happened that David, whi 
kept his father*s ſheep, was ſent to thi 
camp with proviſions for his three br 

thren, then in the ſervice of Saul; anc 
Sg what a pannic run through thq- 
army, and that the king had offered td“, 
give his own daughter to the man the 
mould kill the monſtrous Goliaky he ex; 
preſſed his inclination to engage this ter 
nible adveriary. Hereupon his eldef 
brother was very angry with him, accu 
Fling him of pril and. haughtineſs 6 
heart, and of neglecting his proper bu 
ſmeſs, the care of his few ſheep in t 

Kos lilarneſi. David, however, was no 
diſeouraged by this rebuke; but talkin 
to other perſons on the ſame ſubject, hi 
was at length taken notice of, and intro 
duced to Saul; who perceiving that hi 
was but a mere ſtripling, * 0 
"T3 BAGS, 1 


* 


him how unequal a match he was for 
gen man of Gollab's ſtrength and military 
NY experience. To obviate this objection 

David ſaid to the king, thy ſerva 
be kept his father s ſheep, and there came 
thi lion and a bear, aud tbok a lamb out « 
"OY the flock ; and thy ſervant ſtew bath thi 
ang Jin and the bear: and this .Pbilifti 
ny ſhall be as one of them, ſeeing he has defies 
Ai che armics of the living God: adding, te 
haf ew that his truſt and confidence wa 
ex in God alone, the Lord that delivered 
terſ me out of the pau of the lion and by 
de of the paw of the bear, he will dene 
uf me out of the hand of this Philifline, 
Saul, animated with David's ſtory and 
bu reſolution, ordered his own armour t&} 
i be put upon him; which being undoubr{ 
na edly too heavy for David, and his de 
eing pendance being ſolely upon the diving 
„ affiſtance, he put it of again, .chufing 
tro to meet the giant with only his flingk 
tg and his af, When Goliab ſaw David 


d te 
. G ad 
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kavancetobim thus accoutred, he curfed 


him by his vain Gods, and ſaid, am Fa 


dog, that thou comef! to me with faves ? 


ome hitber, and I will give thy fleſh unto 


be fowls of the air, and to the beaſts of 
be field. hen ſaid Da vid to the Phi. 
Hine, thou comeſ to me wwith à fward, 


wad with a ſpear, and with a ſhield; bug | 


I 5 
ll 


' Se! to * in the name of the Lord's 0 


ent, the Godof the armies of 1 whom | 
e Phil . ne 


2 baft An Ang vhep t 
drew. 
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drew-nigh, David put his hand into his 
bag, took from thence a ſtone and ſlang 
it, and ſmote the Phil. Mine on his fore 
head, fo that he fell upon his face to the 
earth, Thus David prevailed over the 
Pbiliſtine with a fling and a ſtone, and 
ran and ſtood upon him, and flew him 
with his own ſword, and cut off his 
head. And when the Philiſtiues ſaw 
their champion was killed, they fled; 
and the Iſraelites purſued them, and obs 
tained a complete victo 
he ſucceſs attending this hazardous 
exploit, having gained David the ap- 
plauſe and affection of the people, Sau 
grew jealous, of him, and determined to 
deſtroy him: but Jonathan, the ſon of 
Saul, was ſo ſenſible of his great merit 
that he loved him as his. own ſouls and 
gave him notice from time to time of 

all the evil intended againſt him by bis 
father. However, to avoid Saul's res 
komb. David was es to fly into 
(3 2 - 4-> + "i 
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che wilderneſs; whither Saul purſued 
Chim in vain, the Almighty being his 
protector.— Whilft affairs were in this 
tuation the prophet Samuel died. 

The Lord having now forſaken Saul, 
and his army being entirely routed by 
che Phili/ines, his three ſons ſlain, and 
T himſelf wounded ; in theſe deſperate 

eircumſtances he put an end to his life 
N by falling an his own ſword, and his 
armour beaver followed his example, 
This melancholy news greatly affected 

Davis, as appears by his pathetic la- 
mentation for the loſs of Saul, and 
| more eſpecially of Fonathan his beloved 

friend, 1. Sam, 1. g 
After this deplorable fate of Saul and 
bis family, God was pleaſed to eſtabliſh 
the throne of David over Iſrael and Ju- 
dab. He was a prince of extraordinary 
valour and wifdom, a prophet, and ah 
excellent poet, the greateſt part of the 
} Pſalns being of his compoſing, _— 
= ue 
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dued the Philiftines, the Moabites, the 
Syrtons, and other nations; and defear= 
ed ſome dangerous conſpiracies that 
were formed againſt him, particularly 
that of his own ſon Abſolom ; for his re- 
bellious forces were routed by thoſe o 
David in the wood of Ephraim, and 


Adſolon's hair being entangled in the 
boughs of an oak, his mule went from 
under him, and left him hanging 


5 G 3 on 
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pn the tree, where he was afterwards 

atled by Joab. In a word, baving 
aigned forty years, and triumphed over 
s foreign and domeſtic enemies, he 

led ina good old age, leaving his 
rown and kingdom to his ſon Solomon. 


—_— 


CBA. XV. 


Poronox's Wiſdom, Hi: Judgment be- 
tween the two Harlnts. The Building 
and Dedication of the Temple. Hiftory 
of the Prophets ELIJ an and ELISHA, 

3, ZE BEL eaten by dog. : 


| N the year before Chrift 1015, So- 
lomon aſcended the one of HJrael; 

o whom, according O his requeſt, 
od was pleaſed to grant ſuch a degree 
of wiſdom, that here was none liłe him, 
either before or after him; and alſo made 
him ſuperior in riches and honour, to 
zl his predeceſſors or ſucceeding princes. 
| | | - 
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Tr happened that an opportunity ſoon 
offered of ſhewing his extraordinary un- 
derſtanding and judgment, which gained | 
him great reputation; for two harlots, 
who lived in one houſe by themſelves, 
being brought-to-bed within three days W 
of each other; the child of one of them 
dying, the mother changed thedead oneW 
for the live one, while the other wag 
aſleep, and inſiſted ſtrongly that it wag 
her own, The caſe being brought be. 
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ore Solomon, and both the women 
claimed the living child, he ordered it 
to be divided between them with a 
word: to which the pretended mother 
allenting, the real one defired the king 
to let the other have it whole, rather 


this natural tenderneſs, Solomon rightly 
udging her to be the true mother of 
the child; ordered it to be delivered to 
her accordingly. | 


peaceable reign of Solomon the building 
a temple to his name, that prince be- 
Wan the important work in the year of 
he world 2492, 490 years after the 
departure of the Maelites out of Egypt, 
and 1010 before the coming of Criſt. 
g this great undertaking he was affiſted 
by Hiram king of Tyre, bis father's an- 
tent friend, who ſent him vaſt quanti- 


han ſee her infant deſtroyed, From 


The Almighty baving reſerved to the 


ies of cedar and other timber for that 
. * v = Par- | 


pur 
ſtat 
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putpoſe. In a word, he erected a mo 
ſtatley fabrick, and dae it with 


8 E 
e 16-1 
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variety of fine e work, profufely 
overlald with gold: but for! its dimen= 
ſions, curious workmanſhip, and the 
richneſs of its utenfils and ornaments, 
we muſt refer, to the account given of it 
in the holy ſeripture, (1 King: vi. vii.) 
not having room in this ſmall hiftory 

to 
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todeſcribe its wonderful ſplendor, beau- 
ty and magnificency. | 

Solomon, having finiſhed this glorious 
ſtructure, ſummoned together a nume- 

rous aſſembly of Iſraelites, and cauſed 
the ark of the Lord to be carried into an 
apartment peculiarly allotted for its re- 
| ception,. by far the moſt rich and ſplen- Nen. 

did of the whole building, called the Ie. 
Holy of Holies ; and then, with the ut- G 
| moſt ſolemnity of prayer and ſacrifice, Ig. 
dedicated the Temple to the only true F 
| God; and having made a feaſt for all % 
Iſrael; which laſted fourteen days, he 16 
diſmiſſed them Joyful and glad of heart. 

This great and wiſe prince, after a 2 
glorious rergn of forty years, was ſuc- Y. 
ceeded (in the year before Chriſt 975) lf 
by his Ton R-hoboam ; through whoſe F . 
folly ten tribes of Iſrael revolted to Þ} 
Feroboam, and himſeif ruled over two 5 
tribes only, which were thoſe of Ju- 
dab and Benjamin, Thus there were two | 

| Peel king 


1h e 


the Hol BI TE. qt 
ingdoms formed; the one called the 
Kingdom of Is RAEI., which comprehend: 
d the ten revolted tribes ; the other 
alled the Kingdom of Juvan, which 
onliſted of the two tribes that remain- 
ed faithful to Rehoboam, | 

The new king of Iſrael, fearing that 
is ſubjects would return to the obedi- 
ence of Rehoboam king. of Fudah, if 
they ſhould go to Jeruſalem to worſhip 
God in the Temple, and to offer their 
ſacrifices there, ſet up two golden 
calves, and prevailed with the people 
to worſhip them under the name of the 
God of [Iſrael : ſo that in the name of 
Feroboam idolatry was eſtabliſhed, and 
all his ſu-cefſors kept up the ſame falſe 
worſhip. However, it pleaſed God to 
ſend ſeveral prophets to the ten. tribes, 
to turn them from their fins, and to 
preſerve the knowledge of himſelf a- 
mongſt them, The moſt eminent of theſe 
prophets was Elijah, who propheſied 
againſt 
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againft Ahab, the wickedneſs of thy 
kings of Iſrael; aſſuring him that for 
ſome years to come there ſhould be 
neither dew nor rain in the land. 

In this time of drought, and of the 
famine conſequent thereupon, God com- 


manded ee 0 to hide himſelf Sta the 


* Cherith, and * "$1 ravens to 

brapg him fleſh and bread every morn- 

Ws an evening, and Ae drank x — 
5 roo 
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brook, till at length it was quite, dried 
up for want of rain. e 
Afterwards, by the divine command, 
lizak went to a widow at Larephath, ; 
yhom he found gathering flicks, and 
defired her to fetch him a little bread 
and water; upon which the poor wo- 
aan told him her diſtreſs ; 7 have not a 
take, (ſaid ſhe) but a handful of meal 
in & barrel, and a lille oil ina eruſe; 
and behold, I am gathering flicks to make 
a fire to dreſs it for me and my fon, that 
wwe may eat it, and die. Notwithſtanding 
this, the prophet ordered her to bring 
him a little cake; and promiſed her, 
that her barrel of meal and cruſe of 
dil ſhould not fail, till the Lord ſent 
rain upon the earth; which was accord 
ingly fulfilled. 
hilſt Elijak ſojourned with the wis 
o dow, her ſon died; and God was pleaſ- 
ed, at the ſupplication of the prophet, 
fo reſtore him to life, to the great joy 


for 


E 
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of his mother. Who at firſt was ready f 
impute his death to the preſence 
Elijah; but on ſeeing him alive again 
"Now by this I know (ſaid ſhe\ that thi 
art a man of God, and that the: word of 
tbe Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

When the drought had continued ſe 
yeral years, and the famine 'raged ii 
Samaria, God commanded EI. Jah to ge 
and ſhew himſelf to Ahab, promiſing g 
ſend rain upon the earth; which he did 
+abund:ntly, at the prayer of the pro 

phet upon mount Carmel. Soon aftet 
This, his life being threatened by Fezebd 
Abab's wife, becauſe he had deliroyt 
the prophets of Baol, he retired intg 
a wilderneſs, where the Lord appearg 
to bim, and ordered him to anoint L 
” Fa, to ſucceed him as a prophets , Ele 
b 9 having found Eliſſa at. Flough, 
threw his mantle over him; apd Eliſa 
taking leave of his farher a and. * 
e A 8 


. . Abou 
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About the year 896, the two pro- 
phets came together to the river Jordan, 
the waters thereof Elijah ſmote with 

his mantle, and they were divided hitber 
and thither, ſo that they went both over 

on dry ground. Now Elijah being ſen- 
fible ot his approaching removal, aſked 
Eliſba what he ſhould do for him before 
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and talked, there appeared * chariot 
Fire, and horſes of aprons and red thay 
afunder, and Elijah = ah a Whirh 
wind into — e was out d 
fight, E/i/fba took I vi mantle tha 
Fell from him, and returned to Jordan, - 
he divided the waters with it, and paſſeq 
over on dry land as before. | 
It ſoon appeared that the ſpirit of Eli. 
— reſted oh Eliſta, and the miracles that 
wrought gained him great eſtèem and 
reputation. No there came a certain 
4 258 to Eliſha, ſaying, thy ſervant 
7 huſband is dead, and thow knowsff that 


ſervant did fear the Cord; and edi 


creator is come to take unto him my ry 
fons to bt bonaſmen. And Eliſta ſaid unto 
her, what hall I to for thee tell mt 
| qubat haft thou inthe houſe ? And ſhe ſaic 
| thine handmaid hath not any thing in tht 
houſe, ſave a pot of oil. He then com- 

manded her to borrow a great number 
of veſſels of her neighbours, and pour 
8 : ; £ te 


\ 


' 


then ill they wore full, which: 


did accordingly ;. and found ſuch a vaſt 
increaſe of her oil, that ſhe ſold part 
of it to diſcharge her” debt, and had 
enough left for the ſub keene of der- 
{elf and her children. - 

Aſter this El/ha Tore the ad 
mite's ſon to life, cured: Naam an of Bis 
legcoſy by ſending him to waſh in Ja- 
dan, — Gebag with the ſame diſtem- 
per, cauſed i iron "ro ſwum, and wrought - 


3 


„ miracles. In the year 8832, 

| be ſent a young prophet to anoint; Fehu 

25 g over Mael, and to declare to him 

will/of 800 that the whole family 

of Abaß ſhould be: deſtroyed. Where- 

| up Feb being proclaimed. by the ſal- 

FS, and having killed king Foram, 
1655 ſon, entered Fezreclin triumph ; 

| e the ERC Fele looking 
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out 'of the palace window, he ered 
| ney to be thrown down, and /ome wo 
| P 
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vod was, rinkled. on the wah, and the 
dogs pat prick devoured. her bodyy 


im (agrees ro the prediction of the wa, 
ly | phet E7job) as a cal uniſhment for. her 
re- wickedneſs, Pr * the murder * 
ol | 
J 
h ; = 2D 
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Jovan in the Whales Belly, SHADRAGH, 
 . Mes Rach. and A-BEDNEGO, cat in 
. a fiery Parnace. Dax 161: in the Lins 
Den. The ] swism; Hiftery . brought 
down to the Bur th of CARISTS. |. 
| A the reign of Jun, king of 
Ang the year before CH 
86, (or, according ts others, in the 
reigns of Ain · vah king of Judah, and 
Ferobeam: II. king of Jari, about * 
year da,) God camnmanded ebe 
8 to go to Nareveh, — ity | 
of the  Ajjyrians, . and” prociillmnies its | 
wicked inhabitants their ar approachipg 


„ OL 
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deſtruction: but infead of obeying the 
Wold of the Lord, Jonah went down to | 
j 52 and there took ſhippingtor Tar- 
A. Hereupon it pleaſed God to ſend 
[a great ſtorm, and there was @ mighty 
| tempeſt in the fea, which: exceedingly 
{terrified the mariners, who expected to 
| periſh moment. In this danger 
they agreed to caſt lots, to know for 
| whoſe cauſe the evil was come 2 
i them 5 and the lot fell upon Fonah. The 
{ prophet then ingenuouſly acknowledged 
i that himſelf was the occaſion of their 
= aifrefs, and deſired them to throw him 
I overboard ; which they did, though 
not without much reluctance, ard the 
W fea crafed. from ber raging. Now the Lord 
| had prepared a great 52 to ſwallow up 
I Fonahs and he was in the belly of the fiſh 
# three. days and three nights; in which 
0 diſmal ſituation he ſincerely repented, 
and prayed to the lord; who thereupon 
agaaauſed the ſiſu to caſt up Jonah on 7 
113 . Ai ry 


* — - 
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dry lad. After this deliverance the 
prophet obeyed the divine command, 
went to Nineveh, and denounced its 
overthrow; but the Ninivites repenting 
in ſackcloth and aſhes, and turning 
dne their evil ways, God was pleaſed 
to ſpare that great city, in which were 


d, more than fix ſcore thouſand perſons avho 
on i could not diſcern between theut might havd} 
he and heir left. ETAL 
ry 4 
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| In the year 788, in the reign of 
I deariah or Uasiab king of Judah, Amos 
Propheſied; and probably Joel prophe- 
I! ficd in the fame reign. In his reign 
I likewiſe, and in thoſe of Fokam, Aba, 
and Hezekiah, lived the prophene Jaial, 
| Hoſea and Micah, | 
| In the fifth year of Hexekiah, king of 
Il Zadab, and in — ninth of Hoſaa king of 
| © 12g (before Chriff®7 21) Shalmanezer, 
| king of Aſſyria, took Samaria, and car- 
the ten tribes captive into his own 


fl Lens, from whence they were diſ- 


| perſed into divers countries, and have 
never fince been ſettled in their own 
hand. Thus ended the kingdom of 
Varl, after it had ſubſiſted, ſeparate 
from that of Fudah, 264 years, under 
twenty kings of ten ſeveral families. 
In Hezetiab's reign Nahum propheſied. 
In 599, Jeheiatim king o Juda ſur- 
rendered Feruſalem to Nebuchadnezzar, 
= who carried him and the chief of the 
1 ; people 


— 


; Foe deſtroyed, 468 years after the 


kingdom of {/rael. Obadiab prophietiedif 


. propheſy in the _ year of his cap 
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people captive to Babylon : and in 588, 
the eleventh year of Zedetian (who ſuc- 
ceeded Feh:iakim) Nebuchadneagar 'took 
Jeruſalem after a long fiege, burnt'thewl 
temple and the whole city, razed the 

walls, and carried away the cus into 
captivity, Thus was the kingdom off 


eginning of David's reign, 388 year 
from the diviſion of the tribes, aud 
134 years after the deſtruction of the 
under Zedekiah. "1 _ 
Feremiah and Zephaniah were cotem 
poraries, the former of whom prophe 
fied forty-five years, viz. from the 1 3t 
of Foſiah, to the 5th of the Babyloni/f 
captivity. Habakkuk is alſo ſuppoſed te 
have propheſied in the reign of Jofal. 

» Ezekiel who was carried away cap 
tive with Jehoiałim to Babylon, began te 
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| tivity : ey Daniel, who was carried 
to Babylon in his youth, in the third 
year of Fehoaikim (607). propheſied 
there to the year 534, in all 73 years, 
and lived to be about the age of 94. 

| Whilſt Dar/el was a captive at Pay. 
| lon, God was pleaſed to give him an ex- 


had underflanding in dreams, ana viſions 
far ſuperior to all the magicians and 
il odrologers of that kingdom. This was 
il Ja means of his advancement to great 
I honour ; for Nebuchadnezzar having 
forgot one of his dreams, which trou- 
{bled him very much, and conſulted his 
I& magicians to no purpoſe, ordered all 
the wiſe men of Babylon to be put to 
death: but Danſel deſiring a little time 
to conſider of it, the Lord revealed the 
9 Kere to him in a night viſion ; and be- 
ing brought to the king, he related to 
bim bis dream, and explained its 
meaning; whereupon Nebuc hadnegxar 

ö made 


| | traordinary degree of wiſdom, and he 
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ade him great preſents, and appointed 
im ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon. At Daniel's requeſt, his three 
ello captives, Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
{hednego, were alſo entruſted with the 
affairs of the kingdom. 


| Theſe three Jews (whoſe-real nn 


ere Hananiab, Miſhael, and Azariab)ꝰ 
aving abſolutely refuſed to worſhip a: - 
olden image that Nebuchadnezzar had 
ſet up, he was ſo enragedk againſt them, 
that he ordered them to be caſt into a 
fiery furnace, heated ſeven times hot- 
er than uſual. The king's command 
was obeyed; but the moſt high God, 
yhom they feared and worſhipped, was 


with them and preſerved them in the 


nidſt of the fire, and they came out 
of the furnace without n hair of their 
heads finged, neither were their coats 
changed, nor had the ſmell of fire paſſed 
on then. | 
This wonderful deliverance extorted 

| \ from 7 
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in pride be is able to abaſe. 
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from Nebuthadnazzar, who was an eye. 
witneſs of it, an acknowledgment of 
the power of the the God of Ma-: by 
ſome years after, being proud of bi 
victories, and [boaſting of the magnih. 
cence of his buildings, he fell diſtracteſ 
and (as Dante had foretold when he in- 
'terpreted another of his dreams) hs 
2vas driven from the ſociety of men, a1 
did eat graſs as oxen, and bis body wa 
avet' "with the' deu of heaven, till hi 
Hair was grown like eagles Jeathers, au 
His naili lite birds claus. After ſever 
k thus ſpent among the beaſts d 
The field, his reaſon returned to him, 
and he was reſtored to his kingdom, 
-praiſing and honouring the King 4 
Heaven, all whoſe works are truth, au 
his ways judgment, and thoſe that wal 


In the year 538, BelGazzar king of 
Babylon made a great feaſt for his nt 
bles, and cauſed the veſſels of the houk 


of 


- wed 
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tlie Lord to be fetched, that Nebu- 
haduexaur his grandfather had brought 
way from Ferxſalem, out of which he 
gimſelf, his princes, his wives and con · 

9 ubines drank wine to the glory of his 

ed, dols, and the diſhonour of the true 

e 1. God. But in the midſt of all his jollity, 
ui hand appeared, and wrote an the. plai- 
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ſter of the Wall MENE MENE, TE- 
KEL, UPHARSIN ; which the king 
of i Obſerving, he was greatly terrified; 2 

2 ent 
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not being able to do either, Daniel vu 
called, who read and interpreted the 
writing; whereupon he was publicly 
proclaimed the third ruler in the king- 
dom. The ſame night Belfhazzar was 
flain ; and the Ahhrian monarchy, 
which had ſtood, from its foundation 
by Nimrod, 1650 years, was ſeized by 
Darius the Mede, and the Perſian mo- 
narchy founded by Cyrus. | 
Daniel's greatneſs under Darius rai- 
fing envy in ſome of the principal cour. 
tiers and officersthey contrived his ruin, 
but finding nothing to accuſe bim of 
with reſpett to his management of pub- 
hc affairs, they perſuaded the king to 
Hign a decree, that for thirty days no 


© -_ petition ſhould be made to any God or 


man, but to himſelf only. This com- 
mand Daniel diſobeyed, by making ſup- 


plica - 


3 


ſent for his Chaldean aſtrologers and mas 
gicians to read the writing, and give doi 
him the interpretation of it, but they Ibut 
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11+ plication to his God as uſual, and for ſo i 
we doing he was caſt into a den of lions 
ey but the king himſelf going to the den 


Nas 


a2 ry 


* — 


the next morning, and ſinding that Da- 
b. viel had received no hurt, he cauſed his 
to ¶ accuſers to be caſt into the ſame den, 
0 whom the lions preſently devoured: 
rand he publiſhed a decree, that all per- 
1. ſons throughout his dominions ſhould 
4 reverence and fear the W 
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Ihe HBabyleniſh captivity laſted ſeventy wi 
years, according: to! Zeremiah's predie-· er 
don 3 which time being expired, Cyr bet 
ing of Per/ia.gave.the. Fews. hand (in 
year: 336) te return to their ow 
doyntry, under the conduct of Zerubbal re 
„ and rebuild the temple of Jeruſa ©! 
vn. But in this they Were interrupted by ©: 
e neighbouring nations, and the work of 
was. delayed. til} the time of Darius 
Hiſffe/pes (the fame wich Hbaſuerus) hd b. 


| ordered the-t 2 to be, febuilt, and 
the worſhip 1 reſtored; to which] O' 
undertaking 


the Jews were prefhagly} Je 
dared by by the -prophets Haggai and 
Zachariab, the former of whom prophe- ©: 
' ied that the glory of the ſecond tem- tl 
ple ſhould be greater than that of they “ 
former; not as being amore mag 

cent ſtructure, but in regard the 22 
Should one day honour it with his pre- 
ſence. In the 6th 3 of - Darius thi 
| -temple: was. finiſhed, and "—_—_ 

x67. $ uh . wl 
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a} with great joy and abundance of ſa- 
le- crifices ; 7 and the patiores was alfo . : | 
ul lebrated. | 
(al In the 20th year of Artaxaroes (44 5) 
Wn ; Nehemiah obtained leave. of the king to 
hay rebuild the walls of Ferufalemy, i in which 
uſa city. he likewiſe reſtored: order and 
by civil government, Malachi, the laſt 
ori of the prophets, was cotemparary with 
„ia Nehemiah, and propheſied after the re- 
hal building of the-temple:; - 
and The Jews being returned i into their 


ich} wn country, were for ſome time ſub⸗- 


ly ject to the kings of Hegſia, and after- 
and} wards to the king of nia. They were 
he · ex poſed to divers perſecutions, of which 
en} the laſt and moſt cruel was that of Au- 
the} ?/0c2us, who plundered and prophaned 
nifi-f4 the temple, and made, uſe at rorments 
frab to force the Fews to renounce their re: 
Þ ligion, as may be ſeen in the hiſtory 

of the Maccabees, Theſe cruelties obli- 
ged Manatbias and many other Jews 
to 
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the preſervation of their religion and 
liberty, They gained many victories 
by the courage and conduct of Juda. 
Mac cabæui, and” Jonathan, both ſons of 
Mattathiass and having recovered theit 
liberty, they re-eſtabliſhed the exerciſe 
of their religion, and were à long 
time under the government of the 
prieſts who ſucceeded Judas and Fora- 
than, and took the title of kings. At 
laſt the Fewws fell under the dominion 
of the Romans, who made Herod (the ſon 
of - Antipas or Antipater) king of Judca; 
and it was this Herod that reigned when 
our bleſſed Saviour came into the 
World. 
Six months before Chriſt, Fohn the 
Baptiſt was born, who was ſent to pre- 


— — 


Meſſiah. 
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to enter into a covenant together for 


pare the way for the reception of the 


7 
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A R FF . 

he NEW TESTAMENT, 
2 CHAP. I. 

The Birth of CniüT. The AfL ap 


peari to the Shepherds. The Adoration 


of the Mai. QuriSt diſputes with 
the Doctors in the Temple. 


HE time being at hand, when 
God had determined to fend his 

only begotten ſon into the world, 
(A. M. 404) to take upon him human 
nature, and to diſpenſe the goſpel of 
ſalvation to loſt mankind ; the angel 


| Gabriel was ſent to à virgin named 


Mary (eſpouſed to a man whoſe name 
was, Joſeph, of the houſe of David) 
whom he addreſſed in theſe words; 
& = I Hail 


1 
©: 
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Hail thou that are 14.7 favoured, the 


Lord ts ilk thee ; bleſſed art thou among 
women. The virgin being ſufprized at 


_ - "© 
—— —— 
— — 
ou — 
3 


this ſalutatibn, the angel bids her nbt 


he afraid ; aſſuring her, that ſhe,” tho“ 


a virgin, ſhould 'eoriceive by the over - 
ſhadowing ofthe Hely Ghoſt, and bring 
forth a ſon, and call his name IE sus, 


who ſhould gi oer the houſe of Facel, 
and of whoſe kingdom there ſhould be td 


E ME end. 


G 
t 


*h 
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end. And Mary ſaid, Behold the Fay: 
maid of the Lord, be it unto me according 
to thy word. 127 = 
At this time, Auguſtus Cz/ar having 


throughout the Roman empire, Foſeph, 
with Mary his eſpouſed wife (then big 
with child) went to Bethlehem to be tax- 
ed: And whilſt they were there, the 
time of her delivery being come, the 
braught forth her firft born, aud wrapped 
him in ſwaddling cloaths, aud laid bin 
in à manger, becauſe there was no 100m 


for them in the inn. But though no 


earthly pomp attended the birth of this 


prince of peace, yet the angel of God 


proclaimed the joyful news to ſome 


ſhepherds who were watching over their 


flocks by night, and the giory , the 


Lord ſhone round about them,” And when 
the angel had delivered his glad ti- ' 


dings, Unto you is born this day, in the 
cityof David, a Saviour, which is Chrift, 


v1 the 


„ 


. 


ordered a general taxation to be made 


116 The His ron v of 


— =7-—= 


— — 
” — 0 —ͤ 


the Lord (whom, for a fign, he told 
them they ſhould find wrappedin ſwad- 
aling cloaths, lying in a manger) on 
- .a ſudden be was joined by a multitude 
of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God and 
ſaying, Glory to God in the higheft, and 
on earib peace, good will towards men. 
_ The-ſhepherds going to Berhlebem, 
and finding every thing true that the 
angel had ſaid, they declared 8 
1 | what 
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what they had heard and ſeen, and re- 
turned praiſing and glorifying God. And 
when eight days were accompliſhed for F 
the circumcifing of the child (accord- 
ing to the law of Moſ:s) he was named 

ESUS, which ſignifies a Saviour. He 
is alſo called EmMmanUEL (1/a:ahk vii. 
wm. Matt. 1. 23.) which fignifies God Wi 
wwith us, and is the ſame in ſubſtance as | 
the name Feſus. | 

When the days of the virgin's puri 
fication were over, the parents of the 
bleſſed Jeſus brought him to Feruſalem, 
Id to his own temple, to preſent him to the 
d- Lord, and to offer ſuch a ſacrifice as the 
n Mofaic law required. Thus was fulfil- 
de led that of Malacchi iii t. The Lord whom 
1d ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple; 
1d and that of Haggai ii. 7.9. 7 will fall 
this houſe with glory ſaith th: Lord of Wi 
m, Hofts. T he glory of the latter houſe ſhall dle 
he greater than that of the former”; that is 
ly than of Solomon's temple deſtroyed by 
| 1 N ebu- 


— 
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Nebuchadnezzar. To clearthis prophecy 
it is obſerved, that granting the ſecond 
temple, in reſpect to the outward or- 


naments Herod beſtowed upon it to ex- 


ceed that of Solomon (as the Few: boldly 
affirm) it was yet inferior to his on ac + 
count of its wanting the five ſtanding 


miracles or glories, viz. 1. The Art, in 


which were the two tables of the cove- 
hant ; the golden pot of manna, and 
Aaron's rod that bloſſomed : 2 The He- 
chinah, or divine preſence, manifeſted by 
a vitble cloud reſting over the mercy- 
leat: 3. The. /acr:d* fire which came 
down from heaven, and burnt continu- 


ally upon the altar; 4. The Urim and 


Thummim ; and 5, I he ſpirit of pro- 
cy. From whence it is plain, that 
y the greater glory of the latter houſe _ 
is meant the perſonal preſence of Chri/, 
the light of the worls, the brigbingſi of 
his Father's glory; and the expreſs image 
of tis perfon N 
2 Three 


bk. (be Hor BIETE. 119 
Three learned eaſtern kings (called 
Magi ot Wiſe Men) guided by an extra- 


bfferings of go'd, frankincenſe, and 
myrrh, This ſtar was in a threefold 
feſpe& miraculous : 'Fir/?, as to place, 
being nearer the earth than any other 
Kar « Secondly, In its, motion, as moving 
directly forwards, and not circularly: : 

FS: Thirdiy, 
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Thirdly, In that it ſhone by day as wel 
-as by night. 
Soon afterthis, Herod gave the cruel 
| corders for killing all the children in 
Bethlehem and its neighbourhood, from 
two years old and under, in hopes of 
deſtroying the infant Fe/us ; but Jeſebb 
being warned by the angel of the Lord 
in a dream, fled with him and his mo- 
ther into Egypt, where they continued 
till the death of Herod; and then, by 
God's appointment, they came and 
dwelt in Nazareth, a city of Galilee. 
Now the parents of the holy /. 
went every year to Vruſalem at the feaſt 
of the Paſſover; and when he was but 
twelve years old,! eing with them at that 
ſolemnity,hetarried behind in Jeruſalem 
unknown to his parents who had gone 
a day's journey homewards before they 
miſſed him, not doubting but he was ip 
the company; but having enquired after 
-himamongfttheirkindred and acquain- 
** ; ; - tance, 


9 
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tance, and not finding him, they re- 
turned to Jeruſalem under very great 
concern where, after three days ſearch, 


they ond him in the temple, ſitting in tht 
midſt of the Doctors, both hearing them 
and a ſting them queflions ; and all tha 
heard him were afloniſhed at his under 
Nanding and anſeris. Feſus then went 
home to Nazareth with his parents, te 
whom he was obedient, and was brough 

ur 


. 
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tp by them in a pobr and low eſtate 
but he increaſed in abiſdom and flatire, 
and in favour with God and man. 


Mice 1 - 


gy Ty 
Caster baptized by Joni Enters upon 
his Miniſtry. His Scrmon on the Mount. 
| JOHN, the forerunner of our Lord, 
J baving . great numbers of 
| Few, the bleſſed Le bite (in order 
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to fulfilall righteruſneſs) condeſcended to 
be baptized by him in the river Jordan. 
And when he came out of the water, 
the. heavens were opened, and he, ſaw the 
Jpirit of God deſcending like a dove upon 

im; and a voice came from heaven 
ſaying, T his is my Belo ved Son, in whom Fi ö 
am well plcaſed, Here the myſtery of | 
the moſt bleſſed and glorious TRIXITx 
was diſplayed; God the Father, by a 
voice from heaven; God the ſon, in his 
human nature; and G the Holy Ghoſt 
under the appearance of a dove. 

After this, 7% was led by the {| irit 
into thewilderneſs, where he faſted forty 
days and forty nights, and overcame 
all the temptations of Satan. He was 
now in the thirticth year of his age, 
when he began to enter upon his miniſ- 
try, preaching the goſpel of the kingdom 
of God, and exhortingallto repentance. 

he truth of his doctrine he confirmed 

y many and ſtupendous miracles, the 
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fitſt of which was his turning water into 
wine at a marriage in Cana of Galil:e, 
He went about healing the ſick, curing 
the lame, reſtoring the blind to ſight, 
caſting out devils, and even raiſing the 
dead to life; thereby unqueſtionably 
proving his divine miſſion, that he was 
the promiſed and expected Miah, who 
was ſent into the world to make an 
atonement for the fins of mankind, 
and to' purchaſe for all thoſe who be- 
Heved in him, and followed his moſt 
holy example, a title to eternal life. 
Our bleſſed Lord having gained a 
great number of diſciples, he choſe 
twelve from amongſt them, whom he 
named Apo/iles, viz, Peter, Andrew, 
James, John, Phillip, Bartholomew, Mai- 
thew, Thomas, James, the ſon of Alphens, 
Simon, called Zrlotes, Judas the brother 
of James, and Judas Iſcariot. Theſe 
he ſent forth in his name to preach the 
| goſpel, and to work miracles; and to 
ty theſe 
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theſe he more particularly addreſſes 
himſelf in his moſt excellent ſermon on 
the mount contained in the 5th, 6th, 


and 7th. chapters of St. Matthew, which 
may be looked upon as a ſummary. of 
the Chrifian doctrine, and at which, 
the. multitude who heard him were 
aſtoniſhed, for ke taught them as one havs 
ing authority, and net as the ſeri bes. 
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The divine preacher begins his fer- 
mon with bleſſings on the poor in ſpirit; 

on thoſe that mourn; on the meek ; on 
| thoſe who hunger and thirſt after righ- 
| tebuſneſs ; on the merciful; on the pure 
[ in heart; on the peace-makers ; and on 

| thoſe who are perſecuted for righteoul- 
| neſs ſake. He tells his diſciples, the 
are the ſalt of the earth, the lig bt of the 
wor, a city ſet upon à bill; and ex- 
horts them, Let your light ſo ige Before 
N men, that they may ſee your 177 T 

and glorify your 7 ather which is in hea- 
ven. He commands us, if we are at va- 
| riance with any one, to endeavour at a 
x {reconciliation fore we make our ad- 
dreſſes to the throne of grace, He ab- 
polutely forbids ſwearing, and the re- 
vrenging of injuries received; and adds, 
Oi ve to him that aſteth thee, 51 from him 
ar would borrow of "thee turn not thou 
away. He teaches us, that we are not 
poly. to loye our neighbour, but eveu 
NM 


| our 
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our enemies ; to bleſs them that cucke 
us, to do good to them that hate us, 
and to pray for them that deſpitefully 
uſe and perſecute us: And this from the 
example of our heavenly father, who 
maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and the 
goed, and ſendetb rain on the juft and 
on the unju/t. Nor are we to imitate the 
Divine, Being in this particular only, 
but in all his inimitable perfections: Be 
ye perfect as your Father which is in hea- 
ven is poſe. | | | 
Our Saviour proceeds to inſtruct us, 
that we are not to give alms, nor offer 
up our prayers in public places, as the 
hypocrites, do, merely to be. ſeen of 
men; but both are to be done as pri. 
vately as poſſible, and then our Father, 
who ſees in ſecret, will reward us openly. 
Nor are we in our prayers to uſe vain 
repetitions, or think that aue ſhall be heard 
for our mugh ſpeaking : but we are to pray 
after this manner: Our Father, which 
bn eren e 
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«art in heaven, hallowed be thy. 
* name. Thy kingdom come. 7 
„ will be done in earth, as it is in 
„heaven. Give us this day our daily 
„ bread. And forgive us our tref- 
« paſſes, as we forgive them that tref- 
« paſs agarnſt us. And lead us not in- 
0 — — but deliver us from 
evil: thine is the kingdom, and 
the power and the glory, for ever 
„% and ever, Amen. The fame rule is 
to de obſerved with reſpect to faſting ; 
We are not to act the hypocrite by put- 


ting on a /d countenance, and disfiguring 
ur — that we may appear unto men 


GS eee a EE 


0 

to faſt; but rather to avoid external ſhew' 
and recommend ourſelves, by ſincerity | 
of heart, to the notice of our heavemly 
father. Our Lord farther adyiſes us, 
to lay up treaſure in leavru: aſſuring us, 
that where our treaſure is, there witl our 
heart be alſo, And as it is impoſſible for 
vv to ferve God and mammon, beex- 
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*Hhorts us not to be over anxious about 


whatwe ſhall eat,or what we ſhall drink, 
or wherewithal we ſhall be cloathed; for 
ſurely we cannot diſtruſt that providence 
which provides for the fowls of the air, 
who neither ſow nor reap, nor gather into 


' barns; and which ſo cloath the lillies 


of the field, that neither toil nor ſpin, 
that even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of theſe. To this he ſuh- 
joins a promiſe, that if we ſeet firſt tbe 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſi, all 
theſ; things (i. e. food and raiment, 
the neceflaries of life) hall be added 
W110 Us N ö 

In the next place, Chriſ forbids us 
to judge raſhly of one another, and cons 


. demns that failing to which we are all 


too liable, of being quick-ſighted and 
cenſorious with reſpect to the faults of 
others, whilſt we overlook or palliate 


our own He then gives this encouraging 


exhortation to * t, and it ball 
rt | he 
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| be given you; ſeek and yon ſhall find; Inocł 

and it ſhall be open unto you. For what 

man is there of you, whom if his ſon aſe 

| bread will he give him a flone? Or if 
| be aſe a fiſh, will he give him a ſerpent ? 

| If ye then, being evil, know how to give 

good gifts unto your children, how much 

more ſhall your father, which is in hea-ven, 

give good gifts to them that aſe him? To 

| which he adds this univerſal and golden 

rule in morality, aht ye would that 
| zen ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo ts them, 

| for this is the law and the prophets, Our 

Lord proceeds, enter ye in at the flira't 
gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is 
| the way that leadeth-to doflructi on: but 
Arait is the gate and narrow is the way 
F which kadeth unto life, He cautions his 
followers agaiuſt faiſe prophets, who 
(he tells them) may be Erown by Ih ir 
Fruit. And now drawing to a conclu- 
fon of bis divine diſcourſe, he exhorts- 
them to be deg; of (the will of God, 


PY ; and 
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and not hearers only ; comparing the for- 
mer to a houſe built upon a rock, which 
is able towithſtandthe fury of the floods 
and tempeſts ; and the latter to a houſe 
built upon the ſand, which cannot reſiſt 
the violence of the ſtorm, but falls in 
the time of trial, and great is the fall 
thereof. . | 


| Cx. 4 2. 
Cur1sT reſtores the Widow! Son to Lift. 
He ftilleth the Tempeſt, Joux the Bap- 
tift beheaded. Five Thouſand fed with 
gue Loaves and two Fiſhes. CHRIST 
avalks on the Seca, and &. PETER comes 

to meet him. | 55 
HEN our bleſſed Saviour had 
ended his ſermon on the Mount 
he went into Capernaum, where he heal- 
ed the Centurion's ſervant, on account 
of the extrordiuna:y faith of his maſter 
And the next day going to Nain, in 
company with many of his diſciples 
& K 2 wh 
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when he came near the gate of the 
city, he met a great number of people 
| who were attending the corpſe of a wi- 

dow's ſon to the place of his interment, 
| Our Lord having compaſſion on the diſ- 
treſſed woman, bid her not weep ; and 
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touching the bier he commanded the 
young man to ariſe; which he did ac- 
cordingly, and began to [prak "+ end he 
delivered him to his mother. And there 
teme a fear on all; and they glorified God, 
12 RN - ſaying, 
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ſaying, that a great prophet was riſen up 
among ft them; aud that Gd had wifited 
his people. 

Not long after our Saviour wrought 
this miracle, he went into a ſhip with 
hjs diſciples, and as they failed along, 
he fell aſleep. In a ſhort time a violent 
tempeſt aroſe, inſomuch that the veſſel 
was covered with bade s; and the diſ- 


ciples, apprehending themſelves in the 


==" 
go 


- 
- = 7 yt p 
— — P „ PEIe 


utmoſt danger, ran to their maſter and 
awoke him, ſaying, Lord ſave us, we 
periſh. To which he replied, hy are 
ye fearſul, O ye of little faith! And 
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having rebuked the winds and the ſea, 
a calm immediately enſued ; at which 
they were all aſtoniſhed, (as well they 
might) ſaying one to another, what man- 
ner of man is this, that even the wind; 
and the fea obey him? | 
About this time Herod (the Tetrarch 
of Galilee and Petrea) hearing of the 
miracles of the bleſſed 7c, concluded 
they were wrought by John the Baptiſt, 
whom he had beheaded, and whom he 
ſuppoſed to be riſen from the dead, 
This Herad (we find) had married Hero. 
dias, his brother Phi/ip's wife; and the 
Baptiſt having boldly reproved him for 
it as an inceſtuous alliance, Herodzas 
reſented it ſo highly, that ſhe prevailed 
with her huſband to caſt him into priſon 


and would have had him put to _ 
ut 
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but Herod was afraid to proceed to that 
extremity, knowing that John was held 
in great eſteem by the people, as a good 
man and a prophet, However, Herodias 
at length found an opportunity of ac- 
compliſhing her wicked deſign ; for her 
dayghter having danced before Hernd 
on his birth-day, he was ſo extremely | 
pleaſed, that he raſhly pr omiſed with an 
oath to give her whatever ſhe would aſe, 
even to the haf of his — The 
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young woman, being before-hand in- 
tucted by her mother, defired Herd 
| to give her the Baptiſt's head in a 
charger: upon which the king was ex- 
| ceedingly forry ; but for the lake of his 
| | oath, he ſent an executioner, who 
|} beheaded 70%, in priſon, and brought 
dis head to gong, who carried the 
bloody preſent to her cruel mother. 
| The fame of our Saviour's miracles 
| | drew ſuch a concourſe of people about 
him whereyer he went, that it was diffi- 
cult for him to avoid their company, 
though ever ſo defirous of retirement. 
Of this we have zn inſtance, when he 
departed priuateiy With his diſciples into 
a deſart place; for the people being ap- 
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multitude got thitherþefore him, at the 
fight of whom he was moved with com- 
on hecauſe they were as ſheep not haw- 
ng @ ſhepherd : and he ſpake unto them of 
he kingdom of God, and heated them — 
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x prized of his deſign, he found a great 
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had need of liealing. Towards the even. 
ing his diſciples came to him, and put 
him in mind that as the day was far 
ſpent, it would be proper for him to diſ- 
miſs the multitude that they might go 
into the neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages, and buy — * neceſſary re- 
freſhments ; but Feſus ſaid, they negd 
not depart, give ye them to eat; and hig 
diſciples telling him they had only five 
loaves and two fiſhes, he ordered them 
to be brought; and having cauſed the 
people to ſit down upon the graſs, he 
took the loaves and fiſhes, and logking 
up to heawen, he biefſed. and brake them, 
and gave to his diſciples, and the diſciples 
to the multitude. And they did all eat and 
where filled; and they took up tipetve baſhets 
full of the fragments that remained. © The 
number of men thus miraculouſly fed 
were about five thouſand, beſides wo- 
mis d children. 
8 Aus 


Jieſus having ordered his diſciples to 
get into a ſhip, and croſs over the wa- 
ter before him, ſtaid behind to diſmiſs 
the people to their reſpective habitati- 
ons; which being done, he went up into 
a'mountain to pray : and when he had 
| finiſhed his devotions, in the night- 
time he followed his diſciples, walking 
towards the ſhip on the ſurface of the 
ſea, At this ſtrange fight they were 
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a- JN exceedingly terrified, thinking it had 
iſs been a ſpirit ; but 7eſus called to them, 
ti- be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid. 


to To which Peter anſwered, Lord, if it be 
ad thou, bid me come unto thee in the water. 
it- And he ſaid, come : whereupon Peter 
ng quitted the veſſel, and <valted on the wa- 
he „r to go to Feſus; but the wind being 
re high, and finding himſelf beginning to 


fink, he cried out, Lord ſave me; on 
which ourSaviourimmediatelyſtretched 
forth his hand to his affiſtance, and 
thus upbraided him, O thou of Iiztle 
faith, wherefore didi thou doubt 7 And 
when they were got into the ſhip, the 
wind ceaſed, to the aſtonſhment of the 
diſciples, who came and worſhipped 
Feſus, ſaying, of a truth, thou art the 
ſon of God. 5 
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| Char. IV. 


| The good SaMarITan. The Prodigal 
Son, Divgs and LAZARUS. 


S the narrow bounds of our little 
hiſtory will not permit us to give 
an account of all the miracles of our 
Saviour; ſo neither can we recite the 

many excellent parables he delivered for 

e inſtruction of the people, but fhall 
ſelect a few of thoſe that are moſt apt to 
| firikeupon and affect the minds of youth, 


exed writings is principally intended. 
A lawyer haying aſked Feſus this 
queſtion, . ho is my neighbour | 9 received 
an anſwer in the following parable ; 


which teaches us, that to love our neigh 


Bour js to be charitable, compaſſionate, 
eady to relieve the diſtreſſed, and uni- 
verſally benevolent to the whole race of 
| | mankind. A certain man (ſays our 
| | 66 Lord, 


for whoſe uſe this epitome of the ſa. 
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Lord) went down from Jeruſalem to 
Fericho, and fell among thieves, who 
{tripped him of his raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead. And by chance there 
came a prieſt that way, and when 
he ſaw him he paſſed by on the other 
fide. And likewiſe a Lewite came 
and looked on him, and paſſed by on 
the other ſide. But a certain Sama- 
ritan, as he journeyed, came where 


—_— 


142 Tue HisToxy f 
% he was; and when he ſaw him, he 
«« had compaſſion on him, and bound 
up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
& wine, and ſet him on his own beaſt, 
and brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. And on the morrow, 
when he departed, he took out two- 
pence, and gave them to the hoſt, 
and faid unto him, take care of him, 
sand whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, 
when I come again I will repay thee. 
% Which now of theſe three thinkeſt 


thou, was neighbour unto him that 
© fell among thieves? The lawyer 
« readily anſwered, He that ſheweth 
& mercy on him, then ſaid Jeſus unto 
© him, go, and do thou likewiſe." 

The parable of the Prod gal Son is af 
: admirable lefſon to thoſe who hav; 
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God by a ſincere repentance, whois then 
willing to pardon their tranſgreſſions, 

K and receive them again into his favour. 
% A certain man had two ſons, the 


« portion, took his journey into a far 
country, and there waſted his ſub- 
«* ſtance with riotous living; and when 
« he had ſpent all, there aroſe a famine 
“ in the land, and he began to be in 
WE want; which made him ſubmit to the 

J“ mean employment of keeping ſwine 
in the field, and he would gladly have 
© filled his bell) with the Fuuſks they 
fed upon. In this ſtate he began to 
reflect upon his folly, and ſaid, kow 
% many. hired ſervants of my father's 
* have hrcad enough and to ſpare, and I 

« periſh avith hunger ! I will ariſe and g9 
to m ſutlier, and will ſay unto him, Fa- 
ter, Lhaws ſinned ag ainſi heaven, and 


« before 


pineſs is tobe found, till they return unto | 


© youngeſt of whom having received his 
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4 before thers and am no more worthy tc | 
g called thy ſan; make me as one of thy f« 
„ hired ſervants. And retarnin g home J. { 
&« in this penitent and ſubmiſſive man- . 
© ner be was received by his father . 
« with open arms, who fell on his neck ſc f 
% and kiſſed him, ordered him to be.. 
« arrayed in the beſt apparel, and the 5% ; 
© fatted calf to be killed: for this my 
355 * 5 | %% /on 
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40 fon (ſaid he) was dead, and is alive 
« again; le was left, and is found,” 


In the ſtor 7 of Dives and Lazarus 1s 


ſtrongly ſet forth the duty of thoſe whom 


provideace has bleſſed with riches, and 
the puniſhment that waits them if they 
indulge themſelves in luxury and in- 
temperance, whilſt they neglect to re- 
lieve the poor and afflicted ; and at the 
ſame time the virtuous man has a com- 
fortable afſurance, that let his ſufferings 


fin this world be ever ſo great, he 


ſhalt be rewarded with an eternity-of 


bliſs hereafter. ** There was a certain 


„ rich man (ſays our Saviour) who was 
% cloathed in purple and fine linen, and 
* fared-ſumptuouily every day. And 


there was a certain begoar,” named 


„ Lazarus, who was laid at his gate 


full of fores, and defiring to be fed 


* with the crumbs that fell from the 
e rich man's table; moreover, the 


2 dogs. * 1 
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” dogs came and licked his ſores. And 


1 


«6 


u came to paſs that the beggar died, 
and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's boiom : the rich man alſo 
died, and. was buried ; .and in hell 


he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 


ments, and ſeeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his boſom. And he 
cried, and ſaid, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and . Lazarus that he 
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© anſwered, Son, remember that thou in 
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& may dip the tip of his finger in water 
& and cool my tongue; for 1 am tormented 


% 7x this flame, To which Abraham 


« thy lifetime recei vedſi thy good things, 
« and likewiſe Lazarus evil things ; but 
* now he is comforted and thou art tor- 
„% mented. 


CAP. V. 


LAZARUS raiſed from the Dead. C RAI T 
rides 10 Jeruſalem on an Aft. The in- 
Aitution of the Lord's Supper. CRHRI T 
betrayed by Jupas, carried before 
CAlPHAs, and denied by PETER. 


O the miracles of our bleſſed Lord 
already mentioned, we ſhall add 
one of the laſt and moſt remarkible that 
he wrought, vis. that of railing Laæa- 
ru: from the dead. This Lazarni was 
the brother of Martha 3 | 
L 2 | 
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the Scripture tells us 7%, loved. He 
had been interred four days, and was 
ſuppoſed to have begun to putrify, when 
Chrift came to give this ſignal inſtance 
of his divine power. Having ordered the 
ſtone to be removed that was laid over 
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the grave, after a ſhort ejaculation to Al- 
mighty God, he cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth! And immediately 


the dead man came forth, though he 
Wis 


* 
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was bound hand and foot, and had his 
face tied about with a napkin; from 
which they ſoon looſed him, and let 
him go. And many of the Jews who 
beheld this aſtoniſhing miracle, believed 
in Feſus. 

The time of the paſſover now draw- 
ing nigh, Feſus ſent two of his diſciples 
to fetch an aſs, which he told them 
they would find tied at a certain place ; 
and the aſs being brought accordingly, 
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the Lord of the Univerſe condeſcended 
to ride on this contemptible animal in 
a kind of humble triumph to Feruſa« 
km, attended by a multitude of people, 
who ſpread their garments in the way, 
and cut down branches from the trees 
and ſtrewed them in the road, crying 
out as they paſſed along, Hoſann to the 
Son of David: Bleſſed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord; Hoſanna to the 
kighe/f, When he came to Feraſalem, he 
wept over it, and foretold its deftruc- 
tion; and going into the temple, he 
turned out the buyers and ſellers, over- 
f threw the tables of the money - changers, 
and healed the blind and the lame. 
| In the evening of the firſt day of 
unleavened bread, the neceſſary prepara- 
k tions having been made, 7eſus ſat down 
with his twelve apoſtles to eat the paſſ- 
over. And as they were eating, Feſus 
Bitook bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, 
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„ . and gave it to his diſciples, and ſaid, 
Take eat ; this is my body, which is given 

f or you: this do in remembrance of me. 

- And he alſo took the cup after ſupper, Wl 

n and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

- ſaying, Drink ye all of it ; for this is my 

's blood of the New Teftament, which is fbed 

N for many for the remiſſion of fins, At the 


ſame time Jeſus gave his diſciples a leſ- 
| L 4 ſon 
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ſon of humility, by waſhing their teet, 
and wiping them with a towel where- 
with he was girded. = 
Our Lord, after eating this laſt ſup. 
per with his diſciples, was betrayed that 
very night by Judas, according to his 
own prediction ; For having retired into 
the garden of Geth/emane to prayer, 
(where in his agony he ſweat drops or 
clots of blood) the traitor brought thi- 
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ther a number of armed men; and ſa- 
luting his maſter with a kiſs, (which 

was the ſignal agreed on) they ſeized on 
the bleſſed Feſus whoſe diſciples then 

forſook him, and led him to the palace 

of Caiphas, the high-prieſt, where the 
ſcribes and elders were aſſembled. Pe- 
ter, being willing to ſee the event, fol- 
lowed afar off; and coming to the high- 
prieſt's palace, he ſat down by the fire 
in the hall amongſt the ſervants ; one 
of whom, looking earneſtly at him, ſajd, 
Thou alſo waſt with Feſus of Nazareth : | 

But Peter denied it, ſaying, Woman, I Nj 
know him not. After a little while, an- 
other ſaw him, and ſaid, This i; one of 
them: But he denied it again. And not 
long afterwards, an other confidently af- 
firming the ſame thing, he began to 
curſe and ſwear, ſaying, I know not the 
man of whom ye ſþrak : And immediately 
the cock crew, This brought to Peter's | 


remembrance the words that 7eſus 2 
| al 


. 
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faid unto him, Before the cock crow, 
thou ſhalt deny me thrice, Whereupon he 
went out and wept bitterly, -A moſt 
remarkable inſtance of human frailty ! 
For when our Lord forewarned Peter of 
this ſhameful fault, he promiſed in the 
W ſtrongeſt manner, Though 1 ſhould die 
with thee, yet will J not deny thee : And 
ſo likewiſe ſaid all the diſciples, who 
Ss nevertheleſs forſook him and fled in the 
time of trial, 


r 
— — 


l Cray. VI. 
W The Crucifixion, Reſurrection, and Aſcen- 
| fron of CnRIST. | 


HE next morning after Chrift was 
examined by Caiphas, the Jeaus 


led him to Pontius Pilate the Roman go- 
vernor of Judea, and accuſed him of per- 
verting the nation, of calling himſelf a 
king, and of forbidding to pay tribute 


to 
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to Cæſar. But Pilate finding no fault 
in him, did all he could to ſave him 
from the malice of the Jews; and it 
being a cuſtom to releaſe a malefactor 
on occaſion of their great feaſt, he pro- 
poſed to chaſtiſe him and let him go. 
This, however, would not ſatisfy his in- 
veterate enemies, who cried out loudly, 
Crucify him ! Crucify him] Whereupon 
Pilate, ſeeing he could not prevail to 
ſave him, took water.: and waſhed his 
hands before the multitude, ſaying, I 
am innocent of the blood of this juft per- 
ſon ; ſee ye to it. To which the Jews 
replied with this dreadful imprecation, 
His blood be on us, and our children. 

Thus wearied by their importunities 
and clamour, Plate releaſed Farahbas, 
a murderer, and having cauſed Jeſus to 
be ſcourged, delivered him to the Jerus 
to be crucified. Then the ſoldiers, hav- 
ing put a crown of thorns upon his 
head, mocking him, ſpitting on bug 
an 
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and offering him other indignities, they 
carried him to a place called Gofgotha, 
where they crucified him between two 


c 
common malefactors. And there was} + 
darkneſs over ail the land from the fixtb i 
to the nivith hour; and the weil of thei 1 
| temple vas rent in twain, the earth did © 
'F quake, and the rocks rent : as if all na- r 
| ture fuffered, when the Lord of Life and 
Glory expired on the croſs, 
* | * D 
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One of the thieves that were cruci- 
fied with the bleſſed Fe/zs became a pe- 
nitent on the croſs, and found mercy, 
receiving this gracious promiſe from his 
dying Saviour. This day ſhalt thou be 
with me in Paradiſe, But we ought by 
no means to look upon this extraordi- 
nary caſe as an encouragement to a 
death-bed repentance : for, as a great 
divine obſerves, ** We read of one man's 
% being pardoned at the hour of death 
«© that none may deſpair, and of but one 
“that none may preſume.” 

When the evening was come, Joſeph of 
Arimethea,an honourable councellor and 
diſciple of Fe/us, went to Plate, and 
begged his body ; and having wrapped 
it in fine linen, he laid it in his own 
new ſepulchre, which he had hewn out 
of a rock, and rolled a great ſtone to 
the mouth af the ſepulchre. Now the 
chief prieſts having ſuggetied ro Pilate, 


that the diſciples of 7-/us might ſteal 


away 
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away his body in.the night, and make 
the people believe he was riſen from the 
dead, he granted them a party of ſol- 
diers, and they avent and made ihe Sepul- 
ehre ſure, (as they thought) /ealing the 
flone, and ſetting a waich. But, not- 
withſtanding all theſe vain precautions, 


on the third day after his interment our 
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Lord aroſe triumphant from the grare; 
at which time there was a great earth- 
. quake, 


by apoſtolical example, keeps that day 


I re&tion out of all doubt, ſhewed himſelf” 


Yand ohn; then by the eleven; and after 


$in a ſhort time receive the Holy Ghoſt 
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uake, and the ſoldiers trembled, and 
— as dead men, at the appearance 
of an angel, whoſe countenance was like | 
lightning, and his raiment white as ſnow. WW 
In remembrance of our Saviour's glori» 
ous reſurrection on the firſt day of the 
week, the chriſtian church, authorized 


holy inſtead of the Zew:/h ſabbath. 
The bleſſed Ze/us, to put his reſar- 


alive by many infallible proofs, He 
was firit ſeen by Mary Magdalen, and 
other devout women; then by Peter 
that by above five huudred- brethren, at 
once : and having remained on. earth 
forty days, and ſpoke to his apoſtles of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
Cod, he aſſembled them on Mount Olives, Þ 
and there aſſured them, that they ſhould 
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n, and in all Fudea, and in Samaric; 


and unto the utter maſt part of the earth. 
Soon after this, wh:1/f they beheld, hewwas 


ben up, and a cloud received him out « 

oY heir fight. And as they were looking 
. toward; heaven, (not perhaps 
without ſome uneaſineſs at the loſs of 
eir dear Lord and Maſter) hey {aw 
wo men ftand by them in white aßparel, 
_ - x | «wha 
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who gave them this comtortable aſſu- 
ance : T he ſame Feſus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, ſhall come in liłs 
manner as ye have ſeen vim go into heaven. 
Upon which they returned to Feruſalem, 
to wait for the accompliſhment of their 
Lord's promiſe. : 
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NIAS arid SAPHIRA /iruck dead for. 
telling a Lie. STEPHEN flonew. 


"HE Apoſtles, arter qur Lord's aſ- 
cention, being aſſembled at Fee 
ruſalem with the other diſciples, choſe 
Matthias by lot to take part of the 
miniſtry and apoitleſhip. rom Thick 
Judas had tallen by trauſgreſſion ] and 
Maithias was accordingly numbered with 


the eleven apoſtles. And on the Gay 


di Pentecoſt, to which our Whit/umide 
5 NX anſwers, . 
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anſwers, (being the ſame diſtance fron 
Eaſter that P entecoft was trom the Fewiſh 


paſlov:r,) the tenth day after Ch i; 


 atcevuon, being all met together in one 
place, there ſuddenly came a ſound from 
heaven, as M a ruſhing mighty wind, 


and it filled all the bees where they were 


fitting. And there appeared upon them 


22 5. 
cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it 
pon zach of them. And they Were 4 
1 = filled 


E. 


the HoLVY B1BLE., 16 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 
Speak with other tongues, as the ſpirit 
gave them uttrrance. The rumour of 
this prodigy drew together a mixed 
multitude of ſeveral nations: And, to 
their great amazement, every man heard 
the apoſtles /peak in bis own language 
the wonderful works of God. On this 
memorable occaſion, by the powerful 
preaching of St. Peter, about three thou- 
ſand ſouls were added to the church of 
Chrift. 

By this plentiful effuſion of the holy 
ſpirit, according to the divine promiſe, 
the apoſtles were enabled to work mi- 
racles in the name of Jeſu, and con- 
verted many thouſands to the chriſtian 
faith, who conſtantly followed them, 
living all in common, and wanting no- 
thing; for thoſe who had eſtates and 
peſſeſſions ſold them. and brought the 


money to the apoſtles, who divided it 


M 2 amongit 


& 


£4 


o 
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amongſt the believers in proportion to 
their ſeveral neceſſities, But a certain 
man named Ananias, and his wife Sap- 
pbi ra, having fold ſome land, brought 
only part of the money to the apoſtles, 
pretending it was the whole. This 
being a moſt wicked endeavour to im- 
poſe upon the Holy Ghoſt by a lie, 
Peter ſeverely rebuked Ananias for it, 
who thereupon fell down dead at his 
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feet, and was carried out and buried, 
His wife coming in ſoon after, and not 
knowing what had happened, perſiſted 
in the ſame ſtory; and being alſo re- 
primanded by Peter, fell down and ex- 
pired, and was carried to her grave by 
thoſe very men who had juſt done the 
ſame office for her huſband. - A ter- 
rible warning to all liars, hypocrites, 
and pretended zealots in the caute of 
religion! 

The number of chriſtians increaſing 
at Feruſalem, it was thought proper (by 
the adviſe of the apoſtles) to chuſe 
ſeven deacons, who ſhould diſtribute 
the alms of the whole church to the 
widows and poorer ſort of believers. 
Stephen, one of the deacons, having 
confounded ſome perſons that diſputed 
with him, they falfly accuſed him of 
blaſphemy, and brought him before the 
council ; where the good man, full of 
faith and of the holy ghoſt, ſo boldly 

M 3 repre- 
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reprehended the obſtinacy of the Fews; 
and their murdering the bleſſed Frſus, 
that they were cut to the heart, and gnaſhed 
on him with their teeth. And they caſt him 
out of the city, and floned him, calling upon 


God, and ſaying; Lord Feſus, receive my 
Jpirit. Nor did the holy martyr pray 
for himſelf only, but (after the example 


of his great maſter) for his perſecutors 
"+ 1 alfo ; 
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alſo ; crying with his laſt breath, Lord 
lay not this fin to their charge. 


— — -— 
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Crae, VIII. 
The miraculous Converſion of St. PAUL. 


S.. PETER delivered out of Priſon by an 
Angel. St. Paul ſhipwrecked. 


HE death of the firſt martyr See- 
pben was followed by a great per- 
ſecution of the church at eruſalem, i in- 
ſomuch that the believers were ſcattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Fudeg * 
and Samaria. But among all the perſe- 
cutors of the primitive chriſtians, no 
one exerted himſelf againſt them with ſo 
much fury and bittZrneſs as Saul, who 
was alſo called Paul, and became after- 
wards the great apoſt'e of the Gentiles. 
He, (as the Scripture ſtrongly expreſles 
it) breathing out threatnings and /laugh- 
ter againſt the _—_— of the Lord, ob- 
M 4 tained 


1Y 
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tained letters from the high prieſt and 
the councils to the ſynagogues of Da- 
maſcus, that he might apprehend all who 
profeſſed the religion of 7:/us in thoſe 
parts, and bring them bound to Feruſa- 
lem. But when he came near to Damaſ- 
cut, there ſuddenly ſhone round about 
| him a light from heaven ; and he fell 


on theearth, and heard a voice ſaying, 
to him, Saul, Saul, why perſecutoſt thou 
4 me ? 


r 
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me ? and he ſaid, who art thou, Lord? 
and the Lord ſaid, I am J:sUs whom 
thou perſecuteft : it is hard for thee to kick 
againſt the pricks. At the ſame time 
being ſtruck with blindneſs his atten- 
dants were obliged to lead him to Da- 
maſcus, where, after three days, he was 
reitored to fight by Ananias, and preach- 
ed the goſpel in that city with great 
boldneſs, to the aſtoniſhment of thoſe 
who knew the defign of his coming thi- 
ther, and what a bloody perſecutor he 
had been of all that called on the name 
of Jeſus. 

After Saul's converſion, the churches 
had reſt throughout all Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria : but in a few years time, 
king Herod Agrippa obſerving the extra- 
ordinary progreſs of the goſpel, raiſed 
up a perſecution againſt the Chri/tians, 
and killed James the brother of John 
with his ſword. He alſo cauſed Peter 
to be apprehended and impriſoned, 1n- 
tending 
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tending after Eafter to bring him forth 
to the Zews, who were pleaſed with his 
cruel proceedings. But the very night 
before Herod intended to have delivered 
him up to his enemies, an angel of the- 
Lord was ſent to Peter in priſon, who 
was Chained, and ſleeping etween two 


ſoldiers. At the command of the an- 
gel, Peter aroſe, and the chains fell off 
& {rom his hands ; and having paſſed two 
& ety wards, 
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wards, they came to the iron gate, 
which opened of its own accord at their 
approach; and Peter being now at li- 
berty, the angel departed. Thus it 
pleaſed God to deliver his ſervant out 


ef the hands of Herod, and to fruſtrate 


the bloody deſign and expectat ion of the 
ZeWs. | 

As to the apoſtle Pau! having efs 
caped from Damaſcus (where the Jews lay 
wait to kill him) he came to Feru/alem 
and Jake beoldly in the name of ius. 
From theicc he went to Tarſus, travelled 


5 7 Syria and Cilicia, and having | 


viſited divers other parts of Aa (chfy 
in company with Barnabas) perforhing 
many miracles, and converting vaſt 
numbers to the Chriſtian faith, Ae was 
at laſt apprehended by the Few at Je- 
ruſalem, and would have been put to 
death, had it not been for/the chief 
captain of the Romans; "who ſent him 
under a ſtrong guard to Felix, the Re. 
D mat 
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man governor of Judta, then reſiding 
at Cæſarea, Felix, finding the Jews un- 
able to proveany thing worthy of death 
againſt him, treated him with lenity; 


notwithſtanding which, when Portivs 


| Feffus ſucceeded him in the government 
being willing to ſhew the Jewvs a pleas 

| ſure, he left Paul in priſon, 
| _ This great apoſtle, as the moſt cer- 
| tain way to eſcape the malice of the 
ews, who were implacably bent to de- 
roy him, at laſt appealed to Cæſar him- 
E Jef; and being put on board a ſhip, 
| ih other priſoners, in order to be ſent 
to Rome, they were overtaken by a vio- 
lent ſtorm, whereby they were ſhip- 
\. wrecked on the coaſt of Melita, (now 
Malta) the veſſel being beat to pieces, 
but every one got ſafe to ſhore. The 
iſlanders treated them with great hu- 
manity, and made a fire to warm them; 
but St. Paul having gathered a bundle 
of ſlicks, and laid them on a fire, @ 
viper 


_—_— 


3 


viper came out and faſtened on his 
hand, which made them conclude he 
was a wicked man, whom vengeance” 
would not ſuffer to live, though he had 
eſcaped the ſhipwreck. However, when 
they ſaw him ſhake off the viper into 
the fire, without receiving any harm, 
they changed their minds, and ſaid, he 
was God. The apoſtle having conti- 
nued in this iſland three months, * 

| the 


174 The His rox of 

the fick, and healing all manner of diſ- 
eaſes, failed from thence, and arrived 
late at Rome, where he was a priſoner 
at large, and lived two whole years in 
his own hired houſe, preaching the king-' 
dom of God, and teaching thoſe things 
which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with- 
out any moleſtation. * 

After this, St. Paul obtained his li- 
berty, preaching the goſpel im Spi, and 
then founding a church at Crete, con- 
ſtituted Titus the biſhop. of it. Then 
taking 7 imothy with him, he viſited the 
churches in Judea, and other parts; 
and having ordained Timothy biſhop of 
Epheſus, and viſited the Corinthians, and 
the brethren in 4/ia and at Troas, he re- 

turned to Rome, where meeting with 

Pieler, they joined in preaching the goſ- 
pel both to Jews and Gentiles, till they, 
were caſt into priſon, by order of Heli g. 

L the governor, and offered up their lives 

4 45 A teſtimony of the truth, St. Paul] 
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was beheaded, as being a Roman Citi» 
zen; but St, Peter not being entitled 
to that privilege, was crucified, 


— 


CHAP, IX. 
Of the Las r JupeuExNr. 


S a proper concluſion of this Hiffory 

of the Bibl:, we ſhall add a few 
words relating to that tremendous day, 
the Day of Judgment ; a time when all 
mankind mult appear before the Judge 
of Heaven and Earth, and give an ac- 
count of their actions in this life, whe- 
ther they are good or evil, This time 
in holy ſcripture is termed, rhe great 
and terrible day of the Lord ; the day 
when the /un ſhall be darkened, and the 
moon ſhall not give her light, andthe fars 
ſhall fall from heaven, and the funners in 
Sion fhall be afraid, At this day CHRIST 
ſhall deſcend from heaven in his own 
and his father's glory, with a ſhout; 
| with 


, 
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Save) the woice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God; on which awakeving 
fummons all the inhabſtants of the grave 
Pall come forth, the living ſhalL be 
*Fhanged, and all ſhall appear before his 
pts! tribunal, Who ſhall judge the 
rid in righteouſneſs, With him there 
= bc no rgſ{pect ot perſons; the ma 
ch and the peafant will be upon 
Nevel, ſmall. and grezt ſhall ſtand be 
| Fore him, the books {tal} be opened, ans 
every man ſhall te judged according to 
+ this works. Then will the righteous be 
= carried by angels of light to their ſeat 
i *of bliſs in; heav en, there to enjoy un 
Scalable and exerlaſtinghappineſs, and 
= the wicked ſhall be caſt into hell, inte 
place of woe. and miſery, to 'dwell 
1 © With the deyil and his angels, where 
4 "the worm dies not, and the. a 17 10 
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